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Ratner ups 



Bruce Ratner 


Says he might add 'mini' arena 
for kid sports to Netsplex site 


By Jotham Sederstrom 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Developer Bruce Ratner has 
been floating the notion that he 
might build a second sports 
facility — for amateur athletics 
— in addition to a professional 
basketball arena for the New 
Jersey Nets, on the site for the 
proposed Atlantic Yards devel- 
opment. 


While it isn’t clear whether the 
facility would be housed within the 
proposed 800,000-square-foot, 19,- 
000-seat professional basketball 
arena or elsewhere, amateur athlet- 
ic sgroups working closely with 
Forest City Ratner say they have 
been told that a 3,000-seat “gym” 
adjacent to the arena was being 
considered. 

“We have been talking to local 
sports folks and they’ve indicated 


EXCLUSIVE 


an interest in an amateur athletic 
facility and that is something we 
would like to discuss further with 
them and consider,” said Joe De- 
Plasco, a spokesman for Ratner, 
who declined to elaborate on where 
it would be located or how regular- 
ly it would be available to amateur 
organizations. 


the ante 


NOT JUST NETS . j 

THE NEW BROOKLYN 


“We do very much want to incor- 
porate a larger amateur athletic pro- 
gram overall into the effort,” Dellas- 
co added. “And we are certainly 
open to discussing using the NBA fa- 
cility for major school games, etc.” 

Ratner’s Atlantic Yards site stretch- 
es east into Prospect Heights from the 
intersection of Atlantic and Flatbush 
avenues. 

Richard Lipsky, a lobbyist for 
Ratner who works closely with am- 
ateur athletics groups and youth or- 
ganizations. said that he's met with 
more than 60 groups to discuss an 
outreach program sponsored by 
Forest City Ratner. He said that be- 
sides discounted tickets to Nets 
games and a possibility that the 


Nets arena would host Public 
School Athletic League (PSAL) 
championship basketball games, a 
flurry of other ideas have been sug- 
gested, although none are certain. 

Vernon Jones, president of NYC 
Basketball.com, expressed doubt 
that the extra facility would be any- 
thing more than a practice facility 
for the New Jersey Nets, which 
Ratner agreed to purchase in Janu- 
ary for $300 million. If that were 
the case, he said, area youth groups 


would likely only be allowed ac- 
cess on an irregular basis. 

At an anti-Ratner rally on Sun- 
day, and later in telephone conversa- 
tions, Jones suggested that $67 mil- 
lion earmarked four years ago for 
the construction of Sportsplex, an 
amateur athletic arena planned for 
Coney Island, could be usurped by 
Ratner and put toward the Atlantic 
Yards project under the guise of be- 
ing used as a facility for ama- 
See RATNER on page 14 


Witnesses 
sell 360 
Furman St. 

By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society is in 
final negotiations with a buyer who plans to con- 
vert part of the hulking, 12-story video and book 
distribution plant along the Brooklyn Heights 
waterfront at 360 Furman St. into housing. 

Robert Levine, a Manhattan-based developer with na- 
■■■K'; MV ' rTPPPBH tionwide interests, told 


EXCLUSIVE 


Bb ■■ — I this week that he was 

working out the final details to purchase the property, lo- 
cated at the foot of Joralemon Street. He said he would 
convert at least part of it to residential use. 

“We will work with the city and state to realize the 
best possible project,” said Levine, principal owner of 
RAL Companies & Associates. He declined to further 
comment on the deal until the contract is signed. 

Levine is best known for converting the former Arthur 
Levitt State Office Building, at 260 Broadway at Cham- 
bers Streets in Lower Manhattan, into a combination of 
condominiums, rental apartments and offices. He pur- 
chased the 28-story building . which was used by the state 
for more than 50 years, for $38 million in 2000. 

Ever since the property on Furman Street north of At- 
lantic Avenue hit the market last June, speculators have 
wondered what connection the building might have — 
both physically and financially — to the planned Brook- 
lyn Bridge Park, a 1.3-mile commercial and recreational 
development planned for the waterfront between the 
Manhattan Bridge and Atlantic Avenue. 

Atlantic Avenue would serve as a gateway to the 
park and visitors would have to walk around the Fur- 
man Street building to get to most of the park. 

See FURMAN on page 4 



The future is now 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO Brooklyn Editor 


Tonight (Saturday, April 3) at 11:30 pm, 
the New York cast of Neo-Futurists will per- 
form Greg Allen’s “Too Much Light Makes 
the Baby Go Blind (30 plays in 60 minutes)” 
at the Brooklyn Lyceum in Park Slope. 

Each play is written by a Neo-Futurist ensemble 
member, honed by the troupe, and randomly collaged 
with 29 other plays through high-energy audience 
participation. (Each week, two to 12 plays — literal- 
ly, depending on rolls of the dice — are replaced as 
ensemble members add new plays to the existing 
body of work.) 

‘It’s never the same show, even on the same week- 
end,” explained Neo-Futurist ensemble member 
Michael Cyril Creighton, who made the cut with 10 
other members by surviving auditions hosted by Allen. 

“The shows are a mixture of everything, ranging 
from comedy to very current events to very abstract 
pieces, even some movement stuff,” said Creighton. 
“It’s a hodgepodge of all different kinds of theater.” 

The scripts are based on the actors’ real experiences, 


explained Creighton. “We are always seeking from 
ourselves, not trying to fool the audience,” he said. 
‘Tt’s not just acting. It’s all based in honesty and truth. 

“It’s an ensemble of 10 people and everyone has 
very different things to say. It’s a living collage of life 
experiences — a wild, crazy spontaneous night with 
a fan group of people.” 

“Too Much Light” has been a Chicago institution 
since 1988 and came to Manhattan in the mid-1990s 
for a brief run. Neo-Futurists who might be familiar to 
Brooklynites include Boerum Hill residents Ayun 
Halliday, an author, and her husband, Greg Kotis — 
who won a 2002 Tony for his tittle project called 
“Urinetown: The Musical” (which starred another 
Neo-Futurist, Spencer Kayden). 

'Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind" con- 
tinues every Friday and Saturday night at 11: 
pm at the Brooklyn Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
at President Street in Park Slope, (718) 670- 
7234], Doors open at 10:30 pm. Admis- 
sion is $9 plus the roll of a single , . ' 
sided die ($10-$15 total). For more ^ ^ 

information, log onto www.neo- / 

Af/ 


Cop catches 
bank bandit 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A Brooklyn Heights beat 
officer chased down a sus- 
pected bank robber Friday. 

Patroling in a scooter on March 
27, Officer Brian Karuschkat, 27, 
raced off towards the Independence 
Community Bank at the comer of 
Court Street and Atlantic Avenue in 
Cobble Hill when the call came in 
about the heist just after 3 pm. 

As Karuschkat, who is usually 
assigned to bike patrol along Mon- 
tague Street, headed towards the 
scene of the crime in the neighbor- 
ing 76th Precinct, a call came in 
over the police radio describing the 
bandit as 6 feet tall, wearing jeans, 
a dark jacket and white sneakers. 

When a man fitting that de- 
scription ran by Karuschkat, the 
officer gave chase in his three- 
wheeled scooter and followed him 
down Smith Street. The 6-foot-2 
Karuschkat caught up to the sus- 
pect at Baltic Street and slapped 
handcuffs on him before he even 
had a chance to run. 

The suspected bank thief hand- 
ed over the stolen cash, which he 
had stashed in a black plastic bag. 

The mayhem began just before 
3 pm, when David Daniels, 37, of 
Manhattan, allegedly walked into 
See BANDIT on page 4 



Officer Brian Karuschkat, outside the Indepen- 
dence Community Bank at 1 30 Court St. 



Bay Ridge Irish 

Kelly and Madison Mahoney enjoyed Sunday's Bay Ridge St. Pat- 
rick's parade along the neighborhood's Fifth Avenue. 


Women ready for some football 


By Jotham Sederstrom 

The Brooklyn Papers 

During the workweek she litigates; on 
weekends, she crushes bones. 

Lawyer jokes aside, Lynn Lewis, the 175- 
pound lawyer cum linebacker for the New York 
Sharks professional women’s tackle football 
team, said her two passions suit her like cease 
and desist, law and order, block and tackle. 

“I’m pretty tough, so it’s very aggressive,” 
she said. “And being a lawyer, you gotta be 
tough, so the two go together, I guess.” 

Lewis, a Bay Ridge resident who since 1999 
has been roughing it in the Independent 
Women’s Football League (IWFL), will strap 
on the shoulder pads for her first game of the 
season on Saturday, April 3, when she and the 
Sharks face the Atlanta Xplosion in Queens. 

But Lewis, who shares the field with Veronica 
Simmons, another Brooklyn-born finewoman, 
said her sights are set on other foes. 

The season, which spans eight games 
through June, will give the Sharks a second 
chance to beat the Sacramento Sirens, who last 
year defeated Lewis and her teammates 41-30 
in the IWFL Championship game, the league’s 
Super Bowl. The loss surprised Lewis, whose 
team was the defending champion and ended 


the regular season undefeated. 

“When that game comes, we will win,” she 
said, boldly predicting this season’s first meet- 
ing between the teams. 

The 44-year-old Bay Ridge native and Fort 
Hamilton High School alum has torpedoed the 
pigskin since she was a kid, when she compet- 
ed with the boys in afternoon games of touch 
football. 

Even after her mother scolded her for play- 
ing with the boys, Lewis continued, now with 
a team full of police officers, nurses and stock- 
brokers. 

The Sharks were formed in 2000, after a 
Manhattan businesswoman scooped it up and 
added it to more than 20 women’s tackle teams 
nationwide. In Lewis’ first-ever game with the 
team, the Sharks beat the Minnesota Vixens 
12-6, proving that New York was ready for 
some football. 

Besides the 5-foot-8 Lewis, at least five oth- 
er Brooklynites play on the Sharks, including 
Rose Addison, of Bay Ridge; Darleen Hall, of 
Park Slope; Lori DeVivio. of Marine Park; and 
Virginia “Chachi” Leon, a Coney Island-bom 
running back now living on Staten Island. 

“We have more Brooklyn roots this year in 
terms of coaching,” said Lewis, whose Sharks 
See FOOTBALL on page 6 



Linebacker Lynn Lewis, of Bay Ridge, at practice on the Fort Hamilton High 
School athletic field in Bay Ridge Sunday. Lewis plays for the New York Sharks, 
a women's tackle football team. 
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Producer: Marty’s a BCAT hog 



Borough President Markowitz at last Sunday's St. Patrick's Parade in 
Bay Ridge. A complaint charges he manipulates BCAT programing. 


By Jotham Sederstrom 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A Brooklyn cable-access tele- 
vision producer has filed a peti- 
tion with the state charging that 
Borough President Marty 
Markowitz dominates what are 
supposed to be public airwaves. 

And, apparently, he’s already 
seeing results. 

Since the petition was filed 
against Brooklyn Community Ac- 
cess Television (BCAT) on March 
5, six of eight time slots filled by 
the Markowitz-produced “Every- 
thing Brooklyn” show have been 
pulled from the network, accord- 
ing to a lawyer for Ronin Amano, 
the cable access producer who 
filed the complaint. 

In his petition to the Public Ser- 
vice Commission, Amano, produc- 
er and co-founder of the program 
“Rent Wars News” accuses 
Markowitz and the publicly fund- 
ed — and federally mandated — 
BCAT, of squeezing out his tenant- 
rights program and dozens of other 
shows to make room for more 
Borough Hall-driven productions. 

The Public Service Commission 
(PSC) oversees utilities and public 
access television. 

“That’s like Rudy Giuliani com- 
ing into the Brooklyn Museum of 
Art, ripping up the artwork and fir- 


ing the curators,” said Amano, re- 
ferring to the controversy over the 
“Sensation” exhibit in 2000. 

“Don’t get me wrong,” he said, 
“this may be an issue of the people 
under Marty really not understand- 
ing how threatening co-opting a 
public forum can be.” 

Through a spokeswoman, 
Markowitz, a former tenant leader 
who twice has appeared as a guest 
on “Rent Wars News,” declined to 
comment. 

“It would be inappropriate for 
us to comment on the judicial 
process with respect to this matter 
at this time,” said Sharon Toomer, 
a spokeswoman for Markowitz. 

“We feel that the petition is 
without merit,” said BCAT 
spokeswoman JoAnne Meyers. 

Thomas Hillgardner, the 
Queens-based lawyer representing 
Amano, said that since January 
“Everything Brooklyn,” a program 
conceived and produced by 
Markowitz, had ballooned to eight 
hours on 16 time slots while shows 
like “Teenz at Large,” which airs 
at 10 pm on Fridays, were cut to 
just one half-hour broadcast. 

As recently as last year, shows air- 
ing Friday through Monday had 
been broadcast on two of BCAT’s 
four channels, but quarterly pro- 
gramming changes have reduced 
those broadcasts to one. 


“Marty is entitled to a program 
on the public access channel like 
everyone else, and if he’s doing it 
with his dime, like everyone else 
has to, than that’s fine,” said Hill- 
gardner. “But he’s not entitled to 
16 times the programming.” 

According to Amano’s petition, 
programs on BCAT are limited to 
28 minutes, but “Everything 
Brooklyn” generally runs about an 
hour and airs more frequently. 
Since the complaint was filed, it 
has been scaled back to twice a 
week, on Wednesdays, at 11 am 
and 7 pm. 

The program covers goings on 
in Brooklyn, ranging from a 
Women’s History Month celebra- 
tion to information about a push to 
launch the borough’s first cruise 

State law and cable regulations 
prohibit local governments from 
exercising editorial control over 
programming on public access 
channels. State cable regulations 
also require that programming is 
aired on a first-come, first-served 
basis, which Hillgardner said like- 
ly hasn’t happened at BCAT. 

The petition, if successful, 
would benefit shows like “Ghetto- 
nomics,” “Alexandra’s Psychic 
Eye,” “1001 Ways to Cope with 
Stress” and “Talking to My 
Mom,” each suffering from a deci- 


sion by BCAT to eliminate “dou- 
ble-slotting” Friday through Mon- 

But Meyers countered that 
they’re running the station by the 
book. 

“BCAT’s actions have been 
completely consistent and in ac- 
cordance with its programming 
policies, the franchise agreement 
between the city and the fran- 
chisees. the PSC approval of those 
franchises, the PSC rules and reg- 
ulations and federal and state law,” 
said Meyers. 

BCAT officials said they could 
not comment further while the pe- 
tition was being considered. 

Hillgardner is no stranger to fil- 
ing complaints against public ac- 
cess networks. 

Executives and spokespersons 
at Queens Public TV, Manhattan 
Neighborhood Network and Great 
Neck’s Public Access Television 
Corporation, declined to comment 
for this article, citing current litiga- 
tion or complaints filed against 
them by Hillgardner. 

In cases pending in the state 
Court of Appeals against QPTV and 
MNN, Hillgardner is seeking to re- 
verse lower court decisions and 
compel the Public Service Commis- 
sion to turn over records indicating 
the producer of every show broad- 
cast and when they fi rst requested to 


be put on the air. In doing so he 
hopes to show that the networks did 
not follow a first come, first served 

If he is successful he would use 
that precedent to get BCAT to 
open up its records or to get the in- 
formation from the PSC in the 
hope of proving that Markowitz 
was given preferential treatment 
with regards to time slots and air- 

Hillgardner is representing 
Amano in his complaint against 
BCAT pro bono on behalf of the 
Association of Cable Access Pro- 
ducers. 

Since 1992, the publicly funded 
BCAT has offered what Hillgard- 
ner and others describe as a soap- 
box to Brooklynites, offering a 
stage for such multifarious offer- 
ings as hip-hop, self-discovery and 
the perennial presidential candi- 
date Lyndon LaRouche. 

When “Rent Wars News” pre- 
miered in 2000, it aired at 10:30 
am and 6:30 pm on Mondays. The 
show follows housing court issues 
faced by tenants and homeowners, 
most of whom cannot afford their 
own lawyers. 

“I never expected to sue Marty 
Markowitz,” said Amano. “I like 
him, he’s a former tenant activist But 
everyone is coming to me and say- 
ing, your friend is ruining BCAT.” 


Billion dollar suit over Holocaust artwork sales 


By William J. Kole 

Associated Press 

Using a musty bank vault as a 
backdrop, a prominent American 
lawyer announced Thursday he 
was filing a $1 billion lawsuit on 
behalf of Holocaust victims 
whose precious artworks were 
stolen by the Nazis and sold off 
after World War II. 

Edward D. Fagan, a New York- 
based attorney who has fought for 
reparations for American blacks 
who are descendants of slaves and 
for victims of South Africa’s 
apartheid system, said the suit 
would be filed later Thursday in 
U.S. District Court in New York. 

The suit, brought by a new group 
calling itself the Association of 
Holocaust Victims for the Restitu- 


tion of Artwork and Masterpieces, 
calls on two leading Austrian banks, 
the Austrian government and Sothe- 
by’s auction house to return paint- 
ings and other works allegedly sold 
without the permission of their orig- 
inal Jewish owners. 

“Not one painting has been re- 
stored — not one,” Fagan said, con- 
tending the missing artworks in- 
clude paintings by Monet, Cezanne, 
Delacroix and other Impressionist 
masters. “These victims are suing to 
recover their property.” 

The plaintiffs, who were not 
identified by name, were said to in- 
clude several dozen families, most- 
ly Jews, from Austria, Belgium, 
France, Hungary, Germany, Israel, 
Poland, Switzerland, the United 
States and other countries. 

Their suit, alleging “the system- 


atic theft of great artwork, master- 
pieces and collections,” seeks be- 
tween $100 million and $1 billion 
(U.S. currency) in damages if the 
artworks — valued at between $2 
million and $5 milli on (U.S.) apiece 
— cannot be returned. 

“We would tike the paintings 
back, but the likelihood is not so 
good,” Fagan said. 

At a press conference in a Vien- 
na cafe, Fagan showed reporters a 
sketch he said was drawn by an 
unidentified former employee of 
Bank Austria/Creditanstalt, pur- 
portedly showing the location of a 
secret vault concealed beneath a 
trap door that once contained 
priceless paintings unclaimed after 
the war. 

He then led several dozen jour- 
nalists on a walk to the bank’s near- 


by headquarters, where flustered of- 
ficials agreed to unlock the cellar 
and open several vaults. None con- 
tained anything more than old 
books and dusty boxes of docu- 
ments and files. 

Nonplussed, Fagan said he never 
expected to see artworks, which he 
contended were sold off by Sothe- 
by’s and other auction houses with 
the complicity of Bank Austria- 
/Creditanstalt, Erste Bank and the 
Austrian government, which he said 
issued export licenses allowing the 
works to leave the country. 

The works’ rightful owners, he 
said, were mostly Jews who per- 
ished in the Holocaust — the 
Nazis’ extermination of 6 million 

Austria was annexed by Nazi 
Germany in 1938, one year before 


the war began in Europe. 

“We are accusing the banks of 
engaging in the trafficking of stolen 
Holocaust artwork,” Fagan said. 
‘It’s not sufficient to say, ‘We don’t 
have anything.’ A New York court 
is going to say, ‘Well, you’ve got 
something — show me.’” 

The 16-page lawsuit alleges that 
the banks “developed systems and 
schemes through which they col- 
lected, took title to and/or profited 
from artwork ... which the defen- 
dant Austrian banks knew, had rea- 
son to know and/or upon the exer- 
cise of reasonable diligence could 
have discovered were stolen from 
Holocaust victims.” 

Bank Austria, which recently 
merged with Creditanstalt, paid $45 
million (U.S.) in 1999 to settle a 
lawsuit brought by Fagan on behalf 


of Jews whose gold and other fi- 
nancial assets were stolen by the 
Nazis and allegedly fell into the 
bank’s hands after the war. 

Spokesman Peter Thier said the 
bank was eager to cooperate in any 
way and show it does not possess 
artworks or other valuables seized 
by the Nazis. 

He said the bank was working 
closely with an independent histori- 
cal commission set up in the mid- 
1990s to handle claims by victims 
of Nazi looting. 

Oliver Rathkolb, a ranking mem- 
ber of the commission, told the 
Austria Press Agency there was “no 
evidence of a connection between 
art theft” and the bank. 

“We have no problem with ex- 
posing the truth. We want to be as 
transparent as possible,” Thier said, 


conceding that if proof exists that 
the bank was involved in illegal 
sales of artwork, “it would be a ca- 
tastrophe.” 

A respected Austrian newspaper, 
Der Standard, reported Thursday 
that one of the disputed master- 
pieces is “Mount Sinai,” an oil by 
El Greco that surfaced a decade ago 
at an open market in Vienna, only 
to disappear until it was auctioned 
by Sotheby’s for $5 million (U.S.) 
five years ago. 

Fagan said he was pressing the 
Austrian government for a list of 
export licenses issued for all paint- 
ings that left the country between 
1945 and 1998. He told the Associ- 
ated Press he also was in contact 
with the U.S. Justice Department 
and the White House about possible 
involvement. 


Real Answer to 
Social Promotion 


By Randi Weingarten 


Social promotion doesn’t work. 

No one knows this better than 
teachers, particularly those who 
find themselves in classrooms 
with children who don’t have the 
basic knowledge and skills they 
need to do grade-level work. The 
UFT took an official stance 
against this practice long before 
Mayor Giuliani made it an issue, 
much less Mayor Bloomberg. 

But teachers also know that 
while the politically easy answer - 
a “get tough” retention policy - 
may score political points for a 
mayor or chancellor, it doesn’t 
really offer much to the students 
who are struggling. Making third- 
graders who didn’t get it the first 
time sit through the same cur- 
riculum in the same classroom 
again has been tried. The evi- 
dence is overwhelming that stu- 
dents who are simply held back 
and not provided with enriched 
opportunities to learn generally 
don’t make significant academic 
progress and are at increased 
risk of dropping out in later years. 

“Conditional” 4th grade 

There are very concrete, com- 
mon-sense ways to end social 
promotion. Early and dramatic 
intervention, as early as pre- 
kindergarten, is one approach. 
Another is the proposal the UFT 
put forward in response to the 
Mayor’s plan to establish a 
“gate” for this year’s 3rd 
graders. Under our plan the sys- 
tem would create “conditional” 
4th grade classes next year for 
third-graders who score at Level 
1 - the lowest range - in reading 
or math. 

Such conditional classes would 
be capped at 15 students 
instead of the 28 or more that we 
currently have in our 4th grade. 
The classes would be taught by 
highly trained teachers and would 
provide a specialized curriculum 


for struggling students. And 
instead of giving such students 
just a few hours a week or a few 
months of help, our proposal 
would give students a full year of 
enriched academic and support 
services. 

The instructional program 
would be tailored for the needs of 
students who have not gained 
basic skills with less structured 
approaches. At the same time, 
the program would also be spe- 
cific to the needs of students. For 
example, it makes no sense to 
restrict a child to 3rd grade math 
or making him repeat 3rd grade 
science simply because his 
English reading skills are poor. 
This is particularly important for 
English language learners who 
might be doing better in math 
than in reading in a language that 
is unfamiliar to them. 

Ed Koch, who was mayor when 
the city first tried its “gates” pro- 
gram in the 1980s, has praised 
this approach. 

Is intervention - in this or some 
other form - a better strategy 
than retention? The Chicago 
school system, after a seven-year 
experiment with holding students 
back, has eased its strict promo- 
tion requirements. Why? 
Because an independent study of 
the policy has demonstrated that 
retention alone has not improved 
student performance. 

Taking the 4th grade test 

Another benefit of the UFT 
approach is that the conditional 
4th graders would take the 
state’s 4th grade test, making it 
easier to compare the progress 
of this group with their peers. 
(Under Mayor Bloomberg’s plan, 
the students who are held back 
would take the city’s 3rd grade 
test next year.) 

While conditional 4th grade 
classes should help move large 



numbers of children out of the 
lowest level by the end of the 
school year, those students who 
are still unsuccessful would be 
retained in a 4th grade class but 
with a guarantee that they will 
receive additional services. We 
propose that each of those chil- 
dren have an Individual Academic 
Services Plan similar to the 
Individual Education Plan that is 
used for special education stu- 
dents. They also would receive 
instruction both before and after 
school, along with other assis- 
tance promised by the chancellor. 

The UFT offered this proposal 
as a way of helping children, and 
also to quell the cynicism that 
the process was being rigged to 
ensure higher test scores for 4th 
graders next year when the Mayor 
will be seeking re-election. But 
we do not think that it is the only 
approach that could work. Others 
have also offered thoughtful 
alternatives. The administration, 
however, is not interested in lis- 
tening to any alternatives at all. 
In fact, Mayor Bloomberg had to 
fire two members of his Panel for 
Educational Policy - and engineer 
the firing of a third member by 
the Staten Island borough presi- 
dent - to ensure that his plan - 
and only his plan - got a hearing. 

Is our approach expensive? It’s 
probably less expensive than 
swelling existing 3rd-grade enroll- 
ment by 30 percent, which could 
be the cost of the Department of 
Education’s proposed approach. 

Besides, instruction is sup- 
posed to determine the budget, 
not vice versa. Serving the needs 
of children must be the main con- 
cern and driving force behind any 
educational policy initiative - not 
politics. 



Redefining Senior “HOME” 


Whether it’s our pets in residence , 
our flowering plants or our staff that acts 
like family, Sunrise Senior Living provides 
everyday experiences that make our com- 
munities simply, more livable. 

At Sunrise, we understand that 
the transition to a senior community 
isn’t always easy. So, we focus on the 
details of living, from beautifully 
appointed living spaces to delicious 
meals, engaging social activities and 
transportation. 


Visit or call a Sunrise Senior Living 
community to see what we do to make 
our community places seniors can call 
home. In Brooklyn, we offer two 
communities in convenient locations. 


OPEN HOUSE 
Saturday, April 24 and 
Sunday, April 25 
12pm-4pm 
Refreshments served 


Sunrise . 

Senior Living 




Lutheran Medical Center 
A Higher Standard of Caring ® 



Sunrise at Mill Basin 71 8-444-2600 5905 Strickland Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234 

Sunrise at Sheepshead Bay 718-616-1850 2211 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11235 

www.sumiseseniorlmng.com 
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Deputy chancellor 
welcomes successor 
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Marcia Lyles 
fills Farina’s 
Region 8 spot 

By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Principals, teachers and 
parents gathered Monday 
night to bid farewell to one 
local public education 
leader and greet another. 

Carmen Farina, who earlier 
this month was appointed sec- 
ond in command to Schools 
Chancellor Joel Klein, said 
her goodbyes to Region 8 as 
she introduced her replace- 
ment, Dr. Marcia Lyles. 

Farina replaced Diana Lam 
two weeks ago as the Deputy 
Chancellor for Teaching and 
Learning. 

Lyles has been teaching in 
New York City public schools 
for 28 years and until this 
month served as the Local In- 
structional Superintendent for 
Region 8 and before the sys- 
tem was restructured, as su- 
perintendent of District 16, 
covering portions of Bedford- 
Stuyvesant and Brownsville. 

“I couldn’t have said yes if 
I didn’t think I was leaving 
Region 8 not only in good 
hands, but in better hands,” 
Farina said as she passed the 
microphone over to Lyles at 
public meeting at St. Francis 
College, on Remsen Street in 
Brooklyn Heights on March 
29. 


LOCATION! 

LOCATION! 

Only 30 footsteps 
from your bus to 
Resorts’ Casino. 


New Member Exclusive 

Sign bp! Cash In! 
Win up to $1,000! 

Visit Resorts Promotions Booth for complete details. 
‘ tain restrictioris apply. 



Carmen Farina, second in command at the Department of Education, introduces her Re- 
gion 8 replacement. Dr. Marcia Lyles, Monday night. 
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For Information 
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718-339-2928 

Line-Run buses listed above and to 
persons 21 years or older Upon arrival, 
ID may be requested to verify age and 


Districts 13, 14, 15 and 16, 
including Brooklyn Heights, 
Park Slope, Cobble Hill, Carroll 
Gardens, Sunset Park, Red 
Hook, Kennsington, Windsor 
Terrace, Boerum Hill, Down- 
town Brooklyn, Fort Greene, 
DUMBO, Prospect Heights, 
Crown Heights, Williamsburg, 
Greenpoint, and portions of 
Bedford-Stuyvesant and Crown 
Heights, were merged into Re- 
gion 8 under Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s sweeping up- 
heaval of the city’s school sys- 

Since July, Lyles has super- 
vised elementary, middle and 
high schools in Region 8 un- 
der Farina. 

Under the mayor’s new sys- 
tem, the 32 former school dis- 
tricts have been consolidated 
into 10 regional divisions 
guided by one of the 10 re- 
gional superintendents. Those 
regional superintendents over- 
see a group of local instruc- 
tional supervisors, who over- 
see no more that a dozen 
schools. 

Those superintendents are 
headquartered at 10 new learn- 
ing support centers located 


throughout the city. 

Previously, Lyles worked as 
assistant principal at Erasmus 
Hall High School and princi- 
pal at Paul Robeson High 
School, in Crown Heights. 
Under her leadership Paul 
Robeson HS was named a 
Redbook magazine “Ameri- 
ca’s Best Schools Project Win- 
neT’ for classroom innovation. 

As superintendent of Dis- 
trict 16 she created four new 
middle schools and redesigned 
professional development for 
teachers and administrators. 

Lyles has also worked as an 
English teacher at Washington 
Irving High School, in Man- 
hattan, served as an English 
teacher at Curtis High School 
in Staten Island, and worked 
for the superintendent of 
Brooklyn and Staten Island 
Schools (BASIS). 

Farina’s predecessor, Diana 
Lam, resigned amid a cloud of 
controversy after an investiga- 
tion found she had helped her 
husband get a job in the de- 
partment without going thor- 
ough the proper conflict of in- 
terest channels. 

Farina has been working in 
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the city’s public schools for 
more than 38 years. As a cur- 
riculum coordinator in District 
15 she authored a multicultural 
program that was replicated in 
every district in the city. 

“I believe all children must 
have equal opportunity,” Lyles 
told about 150 parents and ed- 
ucators in attendance Monday. 
She graduated from Hunter 
College in 1974 with a Bache- 
lor of Arts degree in English. 
She earned a master’s in Eng- 
lish from New York Universi- 
ty in 1976 and a doctorate 
from the Teachers College at 
Columbia University in 1992. 

“She did great things for the 
district,” Nica Lalli, PTA pres- 
ident of PS 107, on Eighth Av- 
enue and 13th Street in Park 
Slope, said of Farina. She said 
she came to meet Lyles Mon- 
day to learn “who would be 
making decisions” in the dis- 
trict. 

Asked what she hoped to 
bring to the Department of Ed- 
ucation, Farina motioned to 
the people around her. 

“The feeling of community 
in this room,” she said. “I want 
to take it citywide.” 
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business done quickly and efficiently so you can spend less time 
waiting and more time working. 

We provide a full suite of Internet solutions designed to meet your 
company’s needs. To find out which solutions are right for your 
business, call today to schedule a no-obligation consultation. 
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The catch is, there is no catch. And to 
prove it, we’re inviting you to join us 
for a free breakfast seminar where 
you’ll get answers to your Medicare 
questions. You’ll learn about benefits 
such as vision, hearing, and dental that 
are part of every Oxford Medicare 
Advantage plan. And with three of our 
four plans, you won’t pay a penny 
more than what you are already paying 
for traditional Medicare. To reserve 
your seat, or to find out more, call 
1-800-677-5523 (TDD: 1-800-201-4874) 
between 9:00 am and 5:30 pm. 
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April 16, 10:00 am 
Toomey’s Diner 
252 Empire Blvd. 
Cross St./Rogers Ave. 
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April 20, 10:00 am 
Lindenwood Diner (Bi-Lingual) 
2870 Linden Blvd. 

Btwn. 78th & Amber St. 

Brooklyn 

April 22, 10:00 am 
Mirage Diner 
717 Kings Hwy. 
Cross St./E. 8th St. 

Brooklyn 

April 29, 10:00 am 
Vegas Diner 
1619 86th St. 

Cross St. /16th Ave. 
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Con Ed shuts Vinegar boiler 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Residents of Vinegar Hill and 
DUMBO breathed a sigh of relief 
this week when Con Edison an- 
nounced it would be pulling the 
plug for good on one of the city’s 
most highly polluting power gen- 
erators. 

That generator, known as Boiler 
100, is located in Vinegar Hill just a 
stone’s throw from hundreds of resi- 
dents, a school, and the Farragut Hous- 
es, a public housing development. 

The controversial generator will be 
taken out of service in October when 
a three-year special permit expires on 
Oct. 1, according to D. Joy Faber, a 
spokeswoman for Con Edison. 

“This is absolutely great news for 
all of us,” said Monique Denocin, 
vice president of the Vinegar HiU As- 


sociation, which has been fighting 
for years to close the “dirty” site. 

Located at the Hudson Avenue 
Station, near the westernmost edge 
of the Navy Yard, Boiler 100, one of 
five generators on the site, was built 
in 1951. 

The generator bums oil and pro- 
duces steam that is pumped into 
Manhattan. It was considered one of 
the most polluting power plants in 
the city before it was taken offline in 
1997. 

The neighborhoods within a five- 
mile radius would be most affected 
by emissions from the plant, accord- 
ing to Lisa Garcia, an attorney for the 
New York Public Interest Research 
Group (NYPIRG). Within that radius 
are Vinegar Hill, DUMBO, Brooklyn 
Heights, Cobble Hill and Fort 
Greene. 

But following the blackouts that 


devastated California in 2001, Con 
Edison sought a permit to reopen the 
site using emission credits it had re- 
ceived for closing the facility just 
four years earlier. 

That outraged the community, 
which argued that the company 
should have to comply to a new stan- 
dard set by the federal Clean Air Act. 

After several protests. Con Edison 
reopened the facility with a three- 
year permit from the state Depart- 
ment of Environmental Conserva- 

A spokeswoman for Con Edison 
said this week that the company 
would not seek a renewal of the per- 
mit and reiterated that the boiler has 
“always operated in compliance with 
the DEC guidelines.” 

“This is a major victory for the 
community,” said Garcia, who 
helped file a lawsuit last year on be- 


half of the community to demand 
that the generator comply with more 
updated standards. 

“It was their pressure that got Con 
Edison to this point, I think now the 
pressure needs to stay on Con Edison 
from the community and elected of- 
ficials so they do not attempt to 
restart it,” Garcia added. 

Some residents said they were 
skeptical that Con Edison would real- 
ly keep the generator closed this time, 
after it made a similar announcement 
and then reopened the plant. 

“It was unknown to us that the 
boiler was a very polluting one,” said 
Denoncin. “And one day three years 
ago, there was an article on the front 
page of the New York Times talking 
about our Con Edison plant and they 
called the boiler one of the worst in 
New York City.” 

Rachel Gold, chief of staff for 


Brooklyn Heights state Sen. Martin 
Connor said the closure marked a 
huge feat for the community. 

“It also creates a good-neighbor 
policy to help build a good relation- 
ship between Con Ed and its neigh- 
bors,” said Gold. 

Once predominantly industrial 
neighborhoods, Vinegar Hill and 
DUMBO have been attracting more 
and more residents into recently con- 
verted condominiums and luxury 
apartment buildings. 

Rep. Nydia Velasquez, whose dis- 
trict includes the Brooklyn water- 
front, has been asking Con Edison to 
close the generator for years. 

“This is great for the community,” 
said Velazquez. “Con Edison’s deci- 
sion to shut down the plant at the end 
of the temporary, three-year DEC 
permit will mean closing one of the 
oldest, dirtiest boilers in the city. 


New headmaster 
at Saint Ann's set 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The private Saint Ann’s 
School in Brooklyn Heights 
has announced a successor 
to its founding headmaster. 

Dr. Lawrence Weiss, who for 
seven years headed the Upper 
Division of the Horace Mann 
School in Riverdale will replace 
Stanley Bosworth, 76, a driving 
force in the success of the Pier- 
repont Street school. 

Bosworth, who will step 
down in July, had announced 
his retirement five months 
ago. 

He played a major role in 
shaping the 39-year-old insti- 
tution’s creative and far-reach- 
ing curriculum, which es- 
chews both grades and 
ranking. 

Weiss, 54, has served as the 
director of the Chinese Studies 
program at the Sidwell 
Friends School, in Washing- 
ton, D.C., where President Bill 
Clinton’s daughter, Chelsea, 
attended. 

He began his career in edu- 
cation as a history teacher at 



Dr. Lawrence Weiss 


the nearby Brooklyn Friend’s 
School in Downtown Brook- 

“Larry brings to us a depth 


of experience, richness of in- 
tellect, and a commitment to 
the special qualities that char- 
acterize Saint Ann’s,” said 
Ann Ash, president of the 
school’s board of the trustees. 

The board spent the past 
five months searching for a 
headmaster to replace Bos- 
worth and offered the position 
to Weiss last week. 

Saint Ann’s has a student 
body of 1.067 in pre-school 
through twelfth-grade. 

The non-sectarian school 
was founded in 1965 with 63 
students and seven teachers in 
the basement of St. Ann’s 
Episcopal Church. 

In 1982, the school formally 
disaffiliated from the church. 

Bosworth, who plans on 
writing a book, says he will 
remain closely involved in the 
school after his retirement. 

He also has one daughter 
and three grandchildren cur- 
rently enrolled there. 

Asked about the legacy he 
leaves behind at the school, 
Bosworth said, “We’ve led 
children into loving school 
and doing what they do best.” 



Crying , ‘ Fire 9 


With the city's revenues on the rise, Borough President Marty Markowitz (center) 
joined members of Brooklyn's City Council delegation at City Hall on Thursday in 
calling on Mayor Michael Bloomberg to reopen the borough's five firehouses that 
were closed due to budget cuts. 


FURMAN I... 

Continued from page 1 

“I would very much like to see a portion of the revenue [from 360 Fur- 
man St.] go towards the park maintenance,” Brooklyn Heights Councilman 
David Yassky told The Papers after the property went on sale last summer. 

Yassky also sent a letter in January, as did the Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Conservancy (formerly the Brooklyn Bridge Park Coalition) to the 
Watchtower Society in January, asking that the buyer be required to 
contribute to the park. 

“It is clear that the commitment to create Brooklyn Bridge Park has 
substantially increased the value of 360 Furman Street,” the letter read. 

The 1 million-square-foot property, which stands next to the Brook- 
lyn-Queens Expressway, is currently zoned for light manufacturing. 

The buyer would have to seek a variance from the city in order to de- 
velop the property for any other use. 

According to some estimates the religious society, also known as the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, paid approximately $10 million for the building in 
1983. Built in 1928, the building is currently used for storage, shipping 
and laundry services for 3,000 Watchtower Society members. 

Most of those operations will be consolidated at 117 Adams St., 
while the group’s printing operations are relocating to Wallkill, N.Y. 

The Watchtower Society owns 31 buildings in Brooklyn Heights and 
DUMBO totaling nearly 3 million square feet. 

David Semonian, a spokesman for the Watchtower Society, declined 
to comment on the sale. 

Many real estate experts believe converting the property into condos 
with sweeping views of Manhattan would be most lucrative. 

Inside 360 Furman St., columns are spaced about every 20 to 25 feet. 
Ten-foot by 15-foot windows flood the floors with light. The first, sec- 
ond and third floors are connected by a mile-and-a-half of conveyer 
belts, which transfer books that are to be shipped around the world. Last 
year alone, 37.5 million pounds of literature and videos were distributed 
from the Furman Street building to international and domestic locations. 

The building is shaped like a giant letter ‘H’ with the east-west core 
holding 14 freight elevators, some big enough to carry 30-foot trucks. 
Like other Watchtower Society structures, the building is in good shape 
and has an in-house maintenance crew that regularly paints and cleans it. 

“We feel that whatever happens to the building should be sensitive to 
Brooklyn Bridge Park and reflect the increased value the park will bring 
to the building,” said Janel Patterson, a spokeswoman for the city Eco- 
nomic Development Corporation. 

Paterson declined to comment on any discussions between the city 
and the seller and buyer over future use of the building. 

The Brooklyn Bridge Park Development Corp., an offshoot of the 
Empire State Development Corp., did not return telephone calls seeking 
comment on the role the building may play in the park. 

“To be a good neighbor to Brooklyn Bridge Park, a redeveloped 360 
Furman must be integrated into the park’s overall design,” said Sharon 
Soons, a spokeswoman for the conservancy. 

“To be an outstanding neighbor, the developers should contribute 
funds to the park’s development and operation, and provide housing op- 
portunities to low- and middle-income families,” Soons added. 


BANDIT... 

Continued from page 1 

the bank branch at 130 Court St. and passed a note to a teller de- 
manding cash. 

Daniels held up a black plastic bag to suggest that he had a gun, po- 
lice said, adding that the teller passed back $1,717 and Daniels fled out 
the front door. 

Just a few weeks ago, the same bank was held up by a man fitting 
Daniels’ description, police said. 

On March 12, a man entered the Independence branch and passed a note 
to the teller asking for cash. The bandit made off with more than $2,000. 

Capt. Philip Sferraza, commanding officer of the 84th Precinct, com- 
mended Karuschkat this week, noting his timely response, observation 
skills and quick police work. 

“He did exactly what he is supposed to do,” Sferraza said. 

Karuschkat, a five-year veteran of the force assigned to the commu- 
nity policing unit at the 84th Precinct, said he didn’t think twice about 
going after the suspect, but did fear that the fleeing bandit might be car- 
rying a weapon. 

“I just wanted to get him restrained as quick as possible," Karuschkat 
said, adding that he did not have to pull out his weapon. “There wasn’t 
much of a fight.” 
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Metro-North Railroad 


A pilot program 
for Saturday/Sunday travel 
around the city. 


The CityTicket pilot program has begun. 

On the Long Island Rail Road, you can use CityTicket for trips 
between Manhattan or Brooklyn and Queens. On Metro-North 
Railroad, you can use CityTicket for trips on Hudson or Harlem 
Line trains between the Bronx and Manhattan. 

CityTicket costs $2.50 and is good only on the day of purchase 
for single-direction one-way travel within New York City. 

Purchase CityTicket at New York City LIRR or MNR 
ticket windows or ticket machines at stations in the program. 
(CityTicket cannot be purchased on board the train.) 

Restrictions apply: for details get a CityTicket brochure at 
station windows or go to www.mta.info. 

Its a great city. Why limit yourself? 
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...to correct my 
scoliosis 
with minimally 
invasive spinal 
surgery. 


..to prevent a stroke 
from an undetected 
aneurysm in danger 
of rupturing. 


...to treat my cancer 
with the newest 
technologies. 



Maimonides Medical Center has long realized that the 
2.5 million residents of Brooklyn deserve a world-class 
medical facility of their very own. 

We’re a family-friendly place where over 1,000 doctors, 
expert in almost all sub-specialties and supported by a 
remarkable staff, are committed to Brooklyn’s families. 
Whether a visit is to treat an injury or to avert a life- 
threatening complication, every patient benefits from 
the finest care to be found. 

Brooklyn residents trust Maimonides to treat their 
health concerns with honesty and compassion so that 
they can enjoy better health and see a brighter path to 
the future. Reach us at (718) 283-6000 or on the web 

at www.maimonidesmed.org. 


Maimonides 
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By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Gambling is all fun and 
games until somebody threat- 
ens to blow your head off. 

An elderly patron found this 
out the hard way in an Off 
Track Betting parlor on Liv- 
ingston Street near Court Street 
on March 23. 

The victim was grabbed 
around 1:30 pm by a man who 
said, “You’re gonna give me 
$100 a month from now on or 
I’m gonna blow your head off.” 

The attacker pointed to some- 
thing in his pocket that the 76- 
year-old victim believed to be a 
gun. The stunned bettor, who 
told police he feared for his life, 
was in for a further shock. 

“I should blow your head off 
right now,” the 51-year-old at- 
tacker told him. 

As if to really drive his point 
home, the ruffian further ex- 
plained that he knew where the 
OTB patron lived. 

When police picked up the 
suspect the next day, they dis- 
covered a 7-inch knife in his 

“I use this knife for protec- 
tion,” the bully explained just 
before he was placed under ar- 
rest, police said. 
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Ballpoint terror 

The pen is mightier than the 
sword — especially when it’s 
wielded by an outraged teen. 

After getting into a dispute 
with an employee at a clothing 
store on Duffield Street near the 
Fulton Mall, a 15-year-old girl 
pulled out a pen and used it to 
slash an employee in the face 

The victim, 37, suffered cuts, 
bruises and swelling to his face 
and a suspect was arrested. 

Bicycle thief 

A thief using a two-wheeled 
getaway vehicle snatched a 
woman’s purse at Duffied and 
Willoughby streets at 4:50 pm 
on March 22. 

The victim, 37, told police 
she was walking down Duffield 
Street when a man approached 
on a bicycle, grabbed the 
satchel off her shoulder, and 
fled eastbound on Fulton Street, 
police said. 

The bike bandit made off 
with $250, credit cards, a birth 
certificate and a green card, po- 
lice said. 


the Office of the Clerk, located at CIV 


Subway mug 

A woman who boarded the 
subway at Delancey Street in 
Manhattan was assaulted at the 
Carroll Street station after she 
got off the F train to switch for 
the G train. 

The victim, 29, was waiting- 
for a G train on the platform 
near the President Street exit 
when a man walked up to her 
and pulled out a silver-bladed 
knife, just after 2 pm on March 
23. 

The street tough demanded 
the woman’s pocketbook and 
then fled with the loot towards 
Carroll Street, police said. 

In addition to an iPod digital 
music player, the victim told po- 
lice she lost a pair of sunglasses, 
a cell phone, sweater, camera and 
$200 in cash. 

Dress room raid 

A woman trying on clothing 
at the Macy’s department store 
on Fulton Mall stepped out of 
the dressing room for just a 
minute. 

But that was long enough for 
a quick-fingered thief to bust in 
and grab her purse at 11:30 am 
on March 24. 

The 51 -year-old shopper also 
lost $20, credit cards and keys 
that were in the purse. 

Expensive drink 

A drink at the bar can be a 
nice end to a hard day’s work 
unless, of course, that drink in- 
volves having your purse 
ripped off. 

A 40-year-old woman plop- 
ped down on a bar stool at a 
tavern at the comer of Floyt and 
Bergen streets in Boemm Hill 
after work on March 24. 

Around 11:30 pm the patron 
headed to the restroom. 

When she returned to her 
seat, her purse was no longer 
next to the stool. 

And when she called her 
credit card company to report 
the cards stolen, a cinefile had 
already charged up $300 at a 
Blockbuster video store and 
$80 at an Exxon gas station. 

In addition to the stolen cred- 
it card, the bar bandit made off 
with $40 in cash and a pair of 
Calvin Klein sunglasses valued 
at $100. 


Nab butt bandit 

Smokers will do the damedst 
things to get their paws on a pack 
of cigarettes. Just this week a 
brazen bandit jumped over the 
counter at a bodega at Dean and 
Nevins streets and grabbed seven 
packs of menthol cigarettes out of 
the hand of a store clerk. The sus- 
pect also hit the employee in the 
jaw when he tried to stop him from 
fleeing at 8:35 am on March 28. 
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JOIN US FOR 
GIVE-AWAYS 
SPECIALS! MORE! 


FEATURING ® 

MYSTIC TAN 


W-Free TantM 


348 Court Street 
Brooklyn NY 
935-0088 


350 Court Street 
Brooklyn NY 
858-5057 


TA 


r 



The Benefit Committee and Dinner Co -Chairs 
Cordially invite you to join them for the 
Long Island College Hospital 


(ffpdaU 2004 


HONORING 


Nicholas D. Caccavo, M.D. 

Co-Director 

Cardiac Rehabilitation Department 
Long Island College Hospital 


Michael W. Atallah, M.D. 

Chairman 

New York Stone Center 
Long Island College Hospital 


Randall J. Weisenburger 

Executive Vice President and 
Chief Financial Officer 
Omnicom Group, Inc. 

Saturday, April 24 , 2004 


The Empire Ballroom 
The Grand Hyatt New York 
Park Avenue at Grand Central 
42nd Street 

6:30pm Cocktail Reception 
8:00pm Dinner 


Raffle Prizes Include 

GRAND PRIZE • Honda CRVEX or 4-Door Accord EX 
2ND PRIZE • 4 Stroke 50cc Motor Scooter 
3RD PRIZE • TREK Bicycle 

For more information, please call 

( 718 ) 780-4810 
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Target startles burglars 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 


78 PCT. BLOTTER 
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ncountered when they en- 
ered the rear door of the 
milding at 2:35 pm on March 


I ocnut X 

H' 

i \ 

376 

7th Ave. 


saw the 34-year-old resident, 
bolting back out the door to- 
wards Fourth Avenue, police 

Easy entry 

Through the rear window. 

That’s how one thief most 
likely broke into an apartment 
on Prospect Park West be- 
tween 13th and 14th streets, 
police said. 

The window is adjacent to 
a fire escape and police be- 
lieve the thief used the open- 
ing to both enter and exit the 
apartment. 

The sneaky robber made 
off with a laptop computer 
valued at $2,500 and a Canon 
Rebel camera valued at $300. 

Visitor hosed 

A well-heeled Southern 
woman with a taste for fine 
leather accessories and panty- 
hose was out of luck this week 
when a thief broke into her 
brand new white Oldsmobile. 

The 45-year-old victim 
from Decatur, Ga., parked her 


Come join us as we celebrate 
l Holy Week and Easter! 


All are invited and welcome. 

Thursday. April 8th : Holy Thursday 

8p.m. Solemn Mass of the Lord’s Supper (bilingual) 

Friday, April 9th : Good Friday 




Saturday. April 10th : Holy Saturday 

8p.m. Solemn Easter Vigil Mass 

Sunday, April 11th : Easter Sunday 

9:30a.m. English Mass and children’s Liturgy 


God bless you in these Holy Days. 

Father Gregory, pastor, the stafF and parishioners of St. Francis Xavier Parish 

St. Francis Xavier Roman Catholic Church 

Carroll Street and Sixth Avenue, Park Slope • 638-1880 


2004 sedan on St. Johns Place 
near Sixth Avenue at 9 pm on 
March 27. 

But when she returned at 
9:30 pm the next day, she dis- 
covered the car missing along 
with a Louis Vuitton purse 
and wallet, valued at $895 and 
$395, respectively. 

The thief also made off with 
five bottles of perfume, four 
pairs of shoes and 36 pairs of 
pantyhose, police said. 

Export only 

While products at an im- 
port-export business usually 
move in and out, this week 
they just moved out at one 


10th Street and Second Av- 
enue told police that some- 
body broke the latch on the 
front door and made off with a 
laptop computer, valued at 
$2,500, and a CD player 
worth $50. 

Buyer’s remorse 

A woman shopping at a 
Fifth Avenue grocery store got 
an unpleasant surprise when 
she went to pay for her goods. 

The victim, 28, placed her 
wallet in a shopping cart when 
she entered the store at Buder 
Street at 4:40 pm on March 29. 

Twenty minutes later the 
Park Slope resident realized 
that her designer Prada wallet 
along with $40 in cash, as well 
as credit cards and her driver’s 
license, had been snatched 
somewhere in the store. 

Turned to glass 

What a pity to trade a luxu- 
ry automobile for a pile of 

But that’s exacdy what hap- 
pened to a 35-year-old woman 
when she parked her car at 
Prospect Park West and 
Fourth Street. 

The motorist left her 2002 
BMW there at 8 pm on March 
26. But when she returned 
three hours later, she found 
nothing but shards of glass 
where her shining car once 
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CLJ 


Institute for Orthopedic Medicine & Surgery I 


Pain is bad enough. Not knowing what to do about it can be even worse. 

At New York Methodist Hospital, we help people handle their pain every da> 
From sore feet and injured ankles to bad backs and arthritis, we offer 
comprehensive treatment programs under the guidance of top 
specialists. For more information, or to schedule an appointment, 
give us a call. It could be a big relief. For referral to an orthopedist 
affiliated with NYM, call 866-ORTHO-ll 


•Spine & Arthritis Center (718) 246-8700 

(Including Chiropractic Care, Acupuncture & Massage Therapy) 

•Pain Management Center (718) 780-5607 ^ 

•Outpatient Rehabilitation (718) 369-8000 
•Foot & Ankle Center (718) 780-5850 _ 


nym 

NEW YORI^METHODISI' HOSPITAL 
506 Sixth Street, Park Slope, Brooklyn • www.nym.org 


_J NewYork-Presbyterian Healthcare System 

“| Affiliate: Weill Medical College of Cornell University 


Are you still WAITING 

to start your New Year's Resolution? 

Time is running out ! 





Park Slope . 

SPORTS 



• Over 40 Group Activity 
Classes Per Week 

• Cardio Training Center 

• State-of-the-Art Strength 
and Toning Areas 

• Interactive Child Care 
Program 

• Cardio Theater® 
Entertainment Center 


• Johnny G. Spinning® 

• Advanced Master Classes 

• Personal Training 

• IMX™ Pilates studio 

• Racquetball Courts 

• Karate Programs 

• Adolescent Fitness 
Programs 


* Yoga 

* African Dance Classes 

* Hip Hop Classes 

* Rebounding Classes 

* Steam Room /Sauna 
► Massage 

* And Much More! 


Park Slope Sports Club 
330 Flatbush Avenue • Brooklyn 

718 - 783-5152 

www.fltnessventures.net 


At Park Slope Sports Club, our mission is to help you achieve your 
personal fitness goals and make your experience enjoyable. Our first 
rate facilities offer a complete selection of cardio and strength equipment. 
We offer the absolute best aerobic, spinning® and group activity 
programs around. 


Park Slope a . 

SPORfifCLUBL 


2 forl 

enrollment 

7 I 8-783-5 152 


Park Slope a . 

SPORttCLUt L 


free . 

3 day 

VIP PASS 

I 8-783-5 152 
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| A Gallery of Hand-Crafted 
Artisanal Jewelry 
featuring the work of 
American and 
International Artists 




Jewelry as 
Unique as Youl 


165 COURT STREET 
(BET. PACIFIC & DEAN) 
COBBLE HILL, BROOKLYN 
718»852»5777 

CLOSED FOR 
SPRING HOLIDAY 
Reopening Thurs., April 15 


Broker says Red Hook 
refinery has been sold 

Questions surround Revere Sugar's future 


ARE YOU RUNNING FROM THE PAST? 


So stop running from 
it, and embrace it. 
Come to 
MAIN STREET 
EPHEMERA and 
rediscover the past. 
We have 
centuries of 
paper memorabilia, 
including 
old postcards, 
magazines, 
movie stills, 
B-Movie posters 8t 
more. 

We also have a wide 
selection of 
Brooklyn themed & 
Movie Poster 
T-Shirts. 

MAIN STREET EPHEMERA 
205 Columbia Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11231 
(718) 858-6541 
STORE HOURS 
Tues-Fri 2-7 Sat 11-7 
Sunday, sometimes 



v.mainstreetephemera.c 


EXCLUSIVE 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A developer has pur- 
chased the iconic, if not 
crumbling, Revere Sugar 
Refinery on the Red Hook 
waterfront, a real estate 
agent told The Brooklyn 
Papers. 

The large parcel at the end 
of Richards Street — sand- 
wiched between a Fairway su- 
permarket under construction 
at the end of Van Brunt Street 
and a site where Ikea is look- 
ing to open a big box store — 
is in contract, according to an 
agent from Kalmon Dolgin 
Affiliates who brokered the 
sale. 

The asking price was $20 
million, but the broker would 
not confirm what the develop- 
er paid for the 700,000- 
square-foot property, which 
extends out onto the Erie 

Four years ago, Ahava 
Food Corp., a kosher dairy 
manufacturer and distributor, 
purchased 70,000 square feet 
of the former refinery’s prop- 
erty on the upland of Richards 
Street. But the majority of the 
former sugar refinery property 
— known for its giant, cone- 
shaped mid-section — had re- 
mained up for grabs. 

The sugar refinery closed 
down in the 1980s. 

The broker, who asked that 
his name not be printed, 
would not identify the new 
buyer and would not say what 
the developer had in mind for 
the property. 

The parcel overlooks New 
York Harbor and the Statue of 
Liberty and also faces the old 
Beard Street Pier warehouses 
that are home to several com- 
panies and arts groups. 

But according to several 
sources there are plans afoot 
to develop housing on the site. 
Any such plans would require 
a zoning change and city ap- 



The former Revere Sugar Refinery on the Red Hook waterfront. 


Meanwhile, news of the 
sale fanned the flames of a 
battle already underway in 
Red Hook. 

On one side are proponents 
of maintaining maritime and 
industrial uses — and jobs — 
in the waterfront neighbor- 
hood and on the other are 
those who believe it’s impor- 
tant to add to the stock of af- 
fordable housing. 

“Red Hook lost half its 
population over the last 40 
years and it’s critical that we 
find a way of developing op- 
portunities for not only new 
housing hut also compatible 
jobs,” said John McGettrick, 
co-chair of the Red Hook 
Civic Association. 

Although the waterfront 
views of New York Harbor 
and a 19th-century warehouse 
charm have drawn artists and 
others since the late 1970s, the 
neighborhood is primarily 
home to the 10,000 or so resi- 
dents of the Red Hook Hous- 
es, a city-run public housing 
project. 

Leah Archibald, executive 
director of the Southwest 
Brooklyn Industrial Develop- 


Weekend 



No trains 
will run between 
Atlantic Ave. and 
Brooklyn Bridge. 

April 10-12 

12:01 AM, Saturday to 5 AM, Monday 

In addition, there will be no Q trains running between Bowling Green and Brooklyn Bridge. 
While were working on the tracks, here is an alternative way to travel: 

• Special © trains will run between Pacific St.-Adantic Ave. and Chambers St. 
Brooklyn Bridge, stopping at 0 stations. 

• Transfer between the 0 and the 0 at Pacific St. or Chambers St. 

For more details, pick up a take-one at your station. 

Look for our Weekend Service Changes posters every week. They are located near the station 
booth; also check our website for information. 

This work is part ofMTA New York City Transit’s ongoing effort to upgrade and maintain the 
subway system. We regret any inconvenience you may experience. 


1^ 


New York City Transit Going your way 


ment Corporation, said adding 
condominiums to the area 
would drive out existing com- 
panies. 

“It would be awful for in- 
dustrial businesses.” Archibald 
said about converting the site 
into housing. 

In addition to increased 
property values, the influx of 
residents would make it diffi- 
cult for industry to thrive and 
grow, he said. 

The waterfront neighbor- 
hood is relatively isolated — 
cut-off by the Brooklyn- 
Queens Expressway and the 
Brooklyn Battery Tunnel en- 


trance — and is not served by 
a subway line. But in recent 
years, it has been undergoing a 
slow gentrification. 

Last year, developers were 
awarded a variance to convert 


le of tv 


n for- 


warehouses on Imlay 
Street, near Piers 10-12, into 
153 luxury apartments. 

The city Board of Standards 
and Appeals approved the 
variance to allow the develop- 
ment of 160 Imlay St. despite 
rejection of the project by 
Community Board 6. Oppo- 
nents of that plan are suing to 
stop the conversion. 


City weighs 
axing Verizon 


Associated Press 


Even before the city’s 
911 emergency system fail- 
ed last week, officials had 
begun taking bids from 
companies seeking to 
replace Verizon as the city’s 
primary telephone carrier. 

The Department of Infor- 
mation Technology and 
Telecommunications posted a 
request for applications on its 
Web site last Wednesday, two 
days before a Verizon worker 
accidentally rerouted 911 calls 
to a bank, department com- 
missioner Gino Menchini 

“When we started this 
process, I was quite unhappy 
with Verizon’s service,” Men- 
chini told the New York 
Times for Wednesday edi- 
tions. “There are companies 
that I think might provide us 
with better pricing and better 
service.” 

But he emphasized that 
Verizon may be retained for 
some or all telephone services, 
on which the city spends some 
$200 million a year. 

Verizon spokesman Daniel 
Diaz Zapata said he was con- 


sf 1 A 

Tues.- Sat. 11-7 PM 

Our store is located in a 
Landmarked building, 
so Step Back In Time. 

Greeting Cards • Jewelry 
China • Accessories 
Dolls • Toiletries 
Journals • Jewelry Boxes 
And More 

A Vintage Gift Shop 

Angela Fernan, Prop, 

274 Court Street 

(bet. Kane & DeGraw) 

(718)522-1800 


fident the company would win 
the city contract. 

“We’ve won all sorts of city 
contracts” through competi- 
tive bidding, Zapata told 
Newsday for Wednesday edi- 
tions. “It will be no different 
than in the past.” 

Bids were due by May 5, 
according to DITT’s Web site. 

The 911 outage is being 
blamed for at least one death, 
of 77-year-old Jasper Grier of 
Queens, whose family report- 
edly tried to call for help when 
he collapsed of a heart attack 
Friday night. An ambulance 
arrived only after a relative 
drove to a local firehouse, ac- 
cording to the family. 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
said Tuesday that the city was 
investigating the claim. 


Arrest for 
'Rice' claim 


Associated Press 

Police arrested a Brooklyn 
man on Wednesday alter he 
allegedly lied on a gun li- 
cense application by claim- 
ing he was a bodyguard for 
national security adviser 
Condoleezza Rice. 

The false application con- 
cerned authorities because it 
listed a phone number that 
was Rice’s private line at the 
White House, said three law 
enforcement sources, who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity. It was unclear 
how the alleged impostor ob- 
tained the number, they added. 

The suspect, Sherwin 
Sandy, 36, was being held on 
charges of filing a false docu- 
ment. He had not appeared in 

The FBI and Secret Service 
were investigating “an open 
threat case” related to Sandy, 
one source said, without going 
into detail. But another source 
said the suspect appeared to 
pose no serious risk. 

A Secret Service spokes- 
man in Washington, D.C., 
Tom Mazur, said the service 
“was not aware of any con- 
tacts with [Sandy] in the past.” 


TED ROTHSTEIN, DDS PhD 

Adults and Children 

Named Invisalign “Top 500 Docs” 
Specialist in Lingual (behind the teeth) 

• 852-1551 • • www.drted.com • 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS SINCE 1976 


FOOTBALL... 

Continued from page 1 

practice three times a week at Fort Hamilton High School. 

The team, comprised of about 40 women ranging in age 
from 19 to 44, has won one championship, when it beat the 
Austin Outlaws 24-4 in 2002. 

Before then, however, Lewis played flag football for the T- 
Devils, as in Tasmanian Devils, she said. With that team, for 
which she began playing in 1988, she rose to the ranks of 
captain in 1994, the year she and the team began a four-year 
championship streak. 

As she prepares to begin her 16th year in organized foot- 
ball, Lewis admits that one of her biggest opponents is age. 
Each year, new, young women join the team, each stronger 
than the last. 

“They’re faster than I am,” said Lewis. “They’re coming 
into their prime and I’m dwindling. I mean, my aches last 
weeks. But experience takes the place of quickness.” 


The Montauk Club - A Park Slope Landmark 


wite you to join one of Park Slopes Treasures - The Montauk Club 
1 1 5 years of History, Community, and Family Fun! 



MODERN JAZZ 

with the Ron Gozzo Trio 

Wed., April 28th, 7-8pm, Free 

Montauk Club 

25 Eighth Avenue at Lincoln Place 

iontaukclub.com • Call 718.638.0800 


SERVING ALL FAITHS ^ I 

[complete one day] I 

J FUNERAL SERVICES 


Services 

Provided 

• Removal from Place of 
Death (Local) 

• Preparation of Remains 




• Arrangement 

• Securing AH 
Necessary Permits 

• Chapel - One Day 
($300.00 per day) 

• Hearse to Cemetery (Local) 

• Casket - Gray Cloth/White 
Interior (upgrades avail.) 


JUREK- 

Park Slope 

FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

Doris V. Amen 
Funeral Director/Proprietor 

728 4th Avenue 

(cor. 23rd St.) 
Brooklyn, NY 11232 

(718) 768-4192 


* * * * ALTERNATIVE SERVICES * 

DIRECT CREMATION: $695.00 + Crem: 
DIRECT BURIAL: $995.00 + CEMETERY 

NOT INCLUDED ARE THE FOLLOWIN 

Chapel for Morning Services; Gratuities/Death Cer 

SERVING ALL FAITHS 



★ ★★★★★★ 
Downtown Brooklyn's 

GLflTT KOSHER DEII 

Rabbi Aaron Raskin: 718-596-4840 


The BEST Deli foods! — 

fetMl 

0. M FREE DELIVEI 

| $10 minimun 


82 Livingston St. 

BETWEEN COURT ST. & BOERUM PL. 

Mon-Thurs: 9am-9pm • Fri: 9am-2 hours before sunset • Sat-Sun: closed 


( 718 ) 246-7089 


Closed for Passover 

Monday, April 5 - Tuesday April 13 



Do You Work in 
Downtown Brooklyn? 

Consider Kiddie Korner 

Jewish Preschool 
for children aged 6 mos - 5 yrs 
Full Time • Part Time • Extended Day 8-6 
117 Remsen Street (betw. Clinton 8c Henry Sts) 

Call for a tour today: 718 596-4840 
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(718) 834-9350 


The Brooklyn Papers’ essential guide to the Borough of Kings 


April 3, 2004 




THEATER 


Deluxe 

edition 

4 Accidental Nostalgia ’ is one 
sexy, outrageous operetta 


By Paulanne Simmons 

for The Brooklyn Papers 


C ynthia Hopkins’ “Accidental Nostalgia,” 
now on stage at St. Ann’s Warehouse, is 
billed as an “operetta about the pros and 

But it is really an exploration of how we 
create ourselves through what we choose to 
remember and what we choose to forget. 

Hopkins, a Bessie award- and two-time 
Obie award- winner who has written the book, 
composed the music and produced the show, 
stars as Henrietta Bill, a neurologist and au- 
thor suffering from psychogenic amnesia who 
sings her way into the dark recesses of her 
past. (She also plays the accordion, from time 

Hopkins is ably directed by DJ Mendel, 
who obviously knows how to make the irra- 
tional not only understandable, but in some 
eccentric way, logical. 

Returning to her hometown, Henrietta an- 
swers various mysteries in her life: Who is 
her real father? Has she killed him? Is he 
alive or dead? Has he abused her, and why? 
She also discovers, after walking down a few 


The doctor is out (of her mind): Hopkins stars 


"Accidental Nostalgia" plays through 
April 4, Thursday through Saturday at 8 pm 
and Sunday at 7 pm at St. Ann's Warehouse, 
38 Water St. at Dock Street in DUMBO. Tickets 


blind alleys — and a trip to Morocco — who 
she really is. 

Hopkins’ sweet, simple, but highly evoca- 
tive voice is backed by her alt-country band, 
Gloria Deluxe, composed of trombone and 
guitar (Curtis Hasselbring); drums (Kristin 
Mueller); bass (Josh Stark); violin, guitar and 
spoons (Philippa Thompson); and viola 
(Karen Waltuch). 

Gloria Deluxe is a familiar band to Brook- 
lynites who may have seen their raucous sets 
at Celebrate Brooklyn, the BAMcafe and 
Pete’s Candy Store. 

The music the band plays is a subtle blend- 
ing of country, blues and jazz, with strains 
that sound like anything from Kurt Weill to 
Klezmer. The lyrics have the down-and-out 


Remember when: The author and st 
the "pros and cons of amnesia" in h 
(Above) Hopkins with Jeff Sugg. 

quality of blues and the piercing poetry of 
Bob Dylan. 

They abound with lines like: “It was like try- 
ing to catch a dark cloud with a butterfly net/it 
was like trying to walk across freshly fallen 
snow/without leaving tracks,” or “I must have 
rocks instead of a brain/I make the same mis- 
takes again and again/I get outta trouble just to 
get back in.” 

Although “Accidental Nostalgia” is basically 
a one-woman show, Hopkins is supported on- 
stage by two factotums (Jim Findlay and Jeff 
Sugg) dressed in the funky vest-over-bare-chest 


is Henrietta Bill, a neurologist suffering from psychogenic amnesia in "Accidental Nostalgia." 


"Accidental Nostalgia," Cynthia Hopkins, explores 
aw operetta now on stage at St. Ann's Warehouse. 


attire usually associated with musicians or DJs, 
or a Bob Fosse revue. They occasionally dance 
with her, or throw her a change of clothing, or 
interact with her in a very sensual manner. 

Hopkins is also backed by a videoscape, cre- 
ated by designers Findlay and Sugg, diagrams 
and pictures displayed on a suspended screen. 
The video of her father, played by real life dad 
John Hopkins, reading his explanatory and ex- 
culpatory letter is particularly effective and af- 
fecting. 

Kristen Lapham and Tara Webb have 
dressed Hopkins in clothing that is bizarre, to 
say the least. For some reason, she wears 
kneepads, bandages on her hands and a kind of 
tunic over a jacket. At one point she strips and 
stands naked before the audience, then dresses 
in new clothing, to clearly demonstrate that she 
has taken on another identity. 

Which brings us to nudity on stage — sel- 


dom necessary, rarely justified, always eclips- 
ing every other aspect of a production. It’s too 
bad this one act of self-indulgence mars an 
otherwise perfect performance. 

In fact, despite the utter, shocking weirdness 
that characterizes much of this show, all of its 
elements seem perfectly in place and perfectly 
appropriate. Such is the genius of “Accidental 
Nostalgia’s” conception and execution. 

“Accidental Nostalgia” is the kind of the- 
ater that does for the stage what the Big Bang 
did for the universe — create an explosive 
chain reaction that keeps producing light and 
life and is capable of infinite transformation. 
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DANCE 


It’s a “Mystery’ 

Longtime dancer and choreographer Lynn Park- 
erson founded Brooklyn Ballet, in Brooklyn 
Heights, in 2000. The organization began an active 
schedule last season, including an educational out- 
reach program, “Elevate,” in five Brooklyn schools. 

On April 4, Parkerson’s company will perform 
“Mystery Sonatas,” inspired by the works of 17th- 
century compos- 
er Heinrich Biber 
as part of the 
92nd Street Y’s 
Harkness Dance 
Center series. 

‘Tve worked 
on this piece for 
two years and 
shown parts of it 
before, but this is 
the first time 
we’re doing the entire hour-long piece [for an audi- 
ence],” Parkerson explains. “The Q&A session af- 
terwards is a way for me to get valuable feedback. I 
hope to premiere the whole piece in Brooklyn next 
season.” 

Parkerson is the first to admit that Biber’s music 
might seem a strange choice. 

“For a long time it had not been played, and then 
slowly people started to become interested in it 
again,” she says. “It’s an odd piece of music. There 
are 15 sonata sections, each with a different tuning, 
so a new arrangement was needed so that the mod- 
em violin would not have to be tuned each time.” 
(Gil Morgenstem performs the demanding violin 

Brooklyn Ballet performs "Mystery Sonatas" at 
the 92nd Street Y, 1395 Lexington Awe., in Manhat- 
tan, on April 4 at 3 pm. Tickets are $10. For more 
information, visit www.92Y.org. — Kevin Filipski 



EVENT 


Aaaaaaaaaah! 

Hold on to your lunches. 

The iconic Cyclone roller coaster at Astroland 
Amusement Park in Coney Island will re-open 
for another season of nerve-unraveling excite- 
ment on Sunday, April 4. 

Cyclone neophytes, 
presumably children 
who are 54-inches tall 
— the coaster’s mini- 
mum height require- 
ment — will be allowed 
to ride for free begin- 
ning at noon on Sunday. 

Other highlights of 
the day will include an 
egg-cream christening 
of the coaster by Brook- 
lyn Borough President 
Marty Markowitz at 
11:30 am, a perform- 
ance by the Hungry 
March Band and face- 
painters. 

Beginning Sunday, Astroland Amusement Park 
will open at noon, on weekends only, until mid-June, 
when they'll be open daily, noon to midnight. The 
Cyclone is located at Surf Avenue at West 10th 
Street Tickets to ride the Cyclone are $5, and $4 for 
re-ride tickets. For more information, call (718) 265- 
2100 or visit www.astroland.com. — Lisa J. Curtis 



Stress free 


Now through April 8, “PMS” is on display inside 
the Brooklyn War Memorial. 

The exhibition of artworks — rather than the 
bloating or mood swings — of “women Painters, 
Musicians and Sculptors” is a stunningly diverse 


Among the more 
than 40 artists whose 
work is on display are 
Kristen Benson’s “TV 
2004,” a vintage televi- 
sion console with an 
ant farm — filled with 
bustling sand harvester 
ants — behind its 
screen (pictured), as 
well as Chanika Svetvi- 
las’ diorama of flowers 
formed from fast food 
wrappers inset into suit- 
cases, and Carmen Hay 

Kolodzey’s hand-painted textiles which hang above 
the stage in the exhibition hall. 

"PMS," inside the memorial at 195 Cadman 
Plaza West in Downtown Brooklyn, is presented by 
the Brooklyn College Art Gallery in collaboration 
with the Brooklyn Arts Council, South of the Navy 
Yard Artists and the Brooklyn Waterfront Artists 
Coalition. Admission is free. For more information, 
call (718) 951-5181. — Lisa J. Curtis 
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BROOKLYN 

Bites 


Neighborhood 
Dining Guido 


This week: 

MYRTLE AVENUE 


Castro’s 

511 Myrtle Ave. at Grand Avenue, (718) 398- 
1459 (Cash only) Entrees: $6-$1 1.50. 

greets customers at Castro's, while the sounds of 
traditional Mexican music booms from the juke- 
box up front. 

"Customers love our mole poblano because the 
sauce is homemade," boasts owner Humberto 
Castro. Chef Alberta Mendoza combines various 
peppers, toasted sesame seeds, garlic, choco- 



enjoy a meal in the backyard patio. Castro's also 
offers an array of breakfast burritos and morning 
specials. Delivery and takeout available. Open 7 


Five Spot Supper 
Club 

459-461 Myrtle Ave. at Washington Avenue, 
(718) 852-0202, www.fivespotsoulfood.com 
(Disc, MC, V) Entrees: $5.95-$1 1 .95. ★ 

A 60-foot bar, hardwood floors and an intricately 



"kitchen sink" displays a flower b 
The signature dish at Jive Turkey is 


★ = Full review available at 

iT^oklyn 

^^apers.con 


The especial burrito at Castro' 


there is an entire "grab, gobble and go" menu of 
turkeys can be shipped nationwide. Open daily. 

Kum Kau 

465 Myrtle Ave. 

638-1850 (AmE 
$5.95-$12.75. 


been serving good ol', down home cooking since 
1 996. Southern fried chicken and hickory smoked 
spare ribs are just two of their popular dishes. 
Five Spot offers a daily lunch special for $5 that 


DJs from the stage in the back corner. Check the 
Web site for a calendar of upcoming performers. 
Open for take-out from noon to midnight. Dinner 
and full bar service begins at 4 pm daily. 

Gourmet Kitchen 

402 Myrtle Ave. at Vanderbilt Avenue, (718) 
643-9423 (Cash only) Lunch entrees: $5.25- 
$12.60. 

In traditional diner style. Gourmet 
eggs, grits, homefries, French 


sandwiches, packed with your choice 
aastrami, roast beef or corned beef, ai 
I with melted Swiss cheese and sauerkrai 


even leave a bite mark," says owner Jimmy 
lliopoulos. Open daily for breakfast and lunch. 

Jive Turkey 

441 Myrtle Ave. at Waverly Avenue, (718) 797- 
1688 (AmEx, MC, Visa) Whole turkeys: $44.95- 
$74.95. 

Decorated in bright colors, Jive Turkey looks just 


Kau is the crispy baked shrimp with mild spices 
and rice. On Wednesdays, Kum Kau offers an "all 
you can eat" buffet for lunch ($5.99) and dinner 
($10.99) including Chinese cake. Each week the 
buffet menu changes to allow customers to enjoy 
traditional Chin 1 


offers 


ial family m 


nu for t\ 


re peo- 


e. Open daily. 


Peaches A. Cream 
Cafe 

436 Myrtle Ave. at Clinton Avenue, (718) 852- 
2243 (Cash only) Paninis: $4.50, focaccia: $5.50, 
soups: $3.50-$4.75, ice cream: $1.95 a scoop, 
$2.75 for two, $4.25 a pint. 

orings people 


d roasted red peppers si 

Iding you really want. Or 
with honey grahams. Or th 


Thai lOI 

455A Myrtle Ave. at Washington Avenue, (718) 
855-4615 (AmEx, Disc, MC, Visa) Entrees: 
$5.95412.95. 

The effect of the orange, art-deco lamps reflect- 
ing off of Thai 101's crisp, white-painted. 


of eating it with beef or c 


vegetables or 




>e added tc 


; y fig- 


most amazing about the turkeys is that they 
come in 15 different flavors ranging from honey 
pecan and lemon pepper to peach bourbon and 
Mexican mole. 

Chef Kat Rodrigo not only fries whole turkeys, but 
also whips up a menu of desserts including extra 
large Rice Krispy treats, cookies, cupcakes and 
tarts. While Jive Turkey offers limited seating. 


_ „ ai 101 

ommends the FBI, also known as Fried Banana 

cials served daily P for P $4.95. Open Monday 
through Saturday for lunch and dinner. Sundays 
for dinner only. 

Zaytoon’s 

472 Myrtle Ave. at Washington Avenue, (718) 
623-5522 (AmEx, Disc, MC, Visa) Entrees: 
$4.50414. 

Samhan and Faried Assad, serve the No. 1 
Middle-Eastern food in New York City. Tapestries 

covers comfy benches, couches and chairs. The 
chicken shawarma, lemon-marinated chicken 

a choice of hummus or babaghanouj, has been a 
customer favorite since the restaurant opened in 
December 2002. Another favorite among cus- 
tomers is Zaytoon's variety of pitzas, a combina- 
tion of pizza and pita. (All of Zaytoon's pita is 
made fresh to order.) Try the lahmbajin pitza, cov- 
ered in lamb, beef, onions, tomatoes, parsley and 

those nights.) Takeout, delivery and catering avail- 
able. Open daily. 

— compiled by Chiara Cowan 



Cold comfort 

Green Paradise serves up an 
array of raw food entrees 


H al 


I alfway through a multi-course 
tasting dinner at Green Paradise, a 
/ foods restaurant in Prospect 
Heights, my husband said, ‘Tve never 
tasted anything like this.” 

The “this” was a faux “pizza” with a 
nut crust, and pepper and pineapple 
toppings, one of several raw food 
wannabes we sampled that tried hard 
to mimic the real thing. 

The restaurant’s chef and owner, 
Mawule Jobe-Simon, is a vegan and 

raw foods enthu- 

siast from Trini- 
dad who opened 
his tiny, mostly 
takeout restau- 
rant, in Septem- 
ber 2002. 

Jobe-Simon has 
worked in the 
kitchen of Quin- 


DINING 


Green Paradise (609 


Bergen Street in Prospect 
cepts cash only. Grand re-opening on 
March 5, 2-8 pm. Entrees: $5-$7.50. 
Daily specials $10-$14. Lunch and din- 
served Tuesdays through Sun- 
Closed Mondays. Forir' " 
all (718) 230-5177. 


While a raw food meal isn’t pre- 
pared the traditional way — over a 
stove or in the oven — it’s far from a 
simple slice-and-dice affair. Before a 
meal hits the table, ingredients are 
whirled in a food processor or 
blender; whipped in a Vita-Mix; and 
grains are opened in a “sprouter” (a 
layered contraption in which seeds — 
alfalfa, broccoli, mung beans and 
radishes, to name a few — are watered 
and in two to four days, sprouts are 
sprung). Fruit and vegetables are re- 
duced to their essence in a dehydrator. 

What emerges are raw food im- 
posters of dishes 
so ingrained in 
our minds to taste 
a certain way, 
that anything try- 
ing to mimic their 
flavors will dis- 
appoint us. As 
anyone who has 


anderbilt 
ace and 
ights) ac- 


taurant with two 
branches in Man- 
hattan that is known for gourmet raw 
foods. His mentor is Aris La Tham, a 
chef who opened the Sunfire Juice 
Club in Park Slope, where Jobe-Simon 
cooked, before La Tham decamped to 
Negril where he opened the Sunfire 
Spa. 

Raw foodists believe that heating 
food over 116 degrees destroys the 
enzymes that aid in digestion, causing 
toxicity in the body. A raw foodist 
eats organic fruit, vegetables, nuts, 
seeds, grains, sea vegetables, olives 
and cold-pressed olive oil and nuts — 
lots of nuts — but no animal or dairy 
products, nothing processed and no 

Raw food extremists shy away 
from honey — it’s a byproduct of an 
insect. Some eschew any kind of “hy- 
brid” fruit or vegetable preferring na- 
ture’s unadulterated offerings. 


“veggie burger” 
— hoping to en- 
joy it as much as 
the fabulous, fatty beef thing off the 
grill — will tell you, simply giving a 
dish a familiar name, as Jobe-Simon 
has done, doesn’t make it so. 

“Pasta” made of shredded zucchi- 
ni doesn’t make it pasta, and calling a 
dish layered with ground nuts, faux 
cheese and dehydrated tomatoes a 
“pizza” won’t fool anyone, either. 

Raw food enthusiasts say that their 
cuisine should be appreciated without 
comparison to the delicious, un- 
healthy SAD (standard American diet) 
foods most of us enjoy. 

I agree in theory, but bad-for-you 
food is my only point of reference. 

Without the aid of heat to soften 
flavors and crisp textures, and no but- 
ter to enrich sauces, Jobe-Simon 
works hard to blend flavors. He 
grinds pecans and mixes them with 
olive oil, cilantro and a touch of or- 



Healthy alternative: Chef Robert Victorian at Green Paradise restaurant 
in Prospect Heights. (Above left) "Treefish" with curry plantains, side of 
avocado and sun dried tomatoes and "sea salsa" with pasta. 


ange juice, then adds a smoky finish 
with dried chipotle pepper for a hearty 
(nothing I tasted could be described as 
light) hot, spicy and smoky dip. 

Celery stalks were used in place of 
crackers. 

The falafel, made of chickpeas and 
sunflower seeds, looked and tasted 
like balls of dark rye bread, although 
their cashew sauce was pleasantly 
creamy and nutty. 

The best dish of the evening was 
the sweet and sour plantain salad 
served as a side dish with the falafel. 
Slices of the sweet banana were 
tossed with lemon juice and olive oil 
and brightened with parsley. 

Whole mushrooms marinated in 
pineapple juice and ginger, served in 
a lush Brazil nut and garlic cream 
sauce, were delectable — firm yet 
tender and with the heat of the ginger 
adding a kick to the sauce. 

I enjoyed the nutty flavor of a wild 
rice salad seasoned with lots of garlic 
and olive oil, but not its texture. The 
grain is soaked, not simmered, until it 
sprouts. I’ll be kind and say it was 
chewy. Two forkfuls gave my mouth 
a workout. 

There was an odd “pizza,” with 
layers of macadamia nut “cheese”; a 
sauce made of dehydrated tomatoes 
that tasted like good tomato paste 
mixed with green, red and yellow 
peppers; olives; mushroom slices; and 


pineapple (I liked the pineapple) 
spread over a dense chickpea and sun- 
flower seed crust. As a vegetarian of- 
fering, it wasn’t bad, but even with 
the pineapple, I wanted it served 
warm and I was in the wrong place 
for that. 

The disaster of the evening was the 
banana pancakes. They looked dark 
and damp and tasted like batter that 
came off the grill too soon. A tart, 
well-made raspberry sauce and ba- 
nana slices were a welcome relief. 

Two of the three sweet “pies” were 
satisfying dessert choices. (The third, 
flavored with pods from the mesquite 
tree, had no flavor.) For his mango 
pie, Jobe-Simon grinds walnuts with 
dates for a sweet, chewy crust. He 
then tops the crust with a delicious 
mango pudding and scatters fresh 
raspberries on top. In another dessert, 
with the same crust, he layers slices of 
bananas and tops it with a fluffy ba- 
nana-and-coconut pudding and a 
crunchy topping of crisp almonds. 

All I needed with the pies was a 
cup of coffee, but that was not to be. 

If I ate only raw foods, I suspect I 
would live a longer, healthier life — 
after all, everything on the diet is 
pure, fresh and rich in fiber. But with- 
out coffee and chocolate, bread and 
butter, and the occasional rare burger 
and glass of red wine to look forward 
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Ravioli, oh! 


o right) Anthony and Louis Ballarino with freshly made cheese ravioli 
ir Dairy Maid Ravioli Company. 


“For a small to medium-size firm to 
make it to 50 years, in today’s day and 
age of big conglomerates, is a major 
accomplishment,” says Louis Ballari- 
no, of the Dairy Maid Ravioli Compa- 
ny in Gravesend that he owns with his 
brother, Salvatore, 

The company, which celebrated its 
landmark anniversary on Oct. 11, 
2003, produces fine pasta products 
such as manicotti, stuffed shells, 
tortellini and cavatelli. 

To pair with the pasta, Dairy Maid 
sells containers of marinara, meat, Al- 
fredo, calamari and scungilli sauces. 
And to keep up with changing cus- 
tomer demand, the Ballarinos have 
added lobster, asparagus and portobel- 
lo mushroom ravioli to their standard 
meat and cheese offerings. 


Dairy Maid products are sold in 
John’s Meat Market, 2667 Coney Is- 
land Ave. at Avenue X in Sheepshead 
Bay, (718) 743-5770; and G & S 
Salumeria and Pork Store, 2611 Av- 
enue U between 26th and 27th streets 
in Midwood, (718) 646-9111. The 
company also maintains a well- 
stocked retail store in front of the 
plant for local shoppers in need of a 
carbo fix. 

Dairy Maid Ravioli Company (216 
Ave. U between West Fifth and Van 
Sicklen streets) accepts cash only. 
The store is open Tuesday through 
Saturday, 8 am to 6 pm. 

For further information, call (718) 
449-2620 or visit their Web site at 
www. dairy maidravioli. com. 

— Tina Barry 
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Passover 


Why is this night different from all other nights? 

mon., April 5th 

Evening Services - 7:20 pm 

1st Seder with Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin - 8:20 pm 

Tues., April 6th 

Morning Services - 9:30 am; Evening Services - 7:20 pm 

World Renowned Cantor S.Z. Baumgarten 

2nd Seder with Reb Simcha Weinstein - 8:20 pm 

menu: Hand Baked Shmurah Matzah, 4 cups of wine, 

Gefilte Fish, Fresh Ground Horseradish, Chicken Soup, 
Delicious Main Course, Side Dishes and Dessert. 

Covert $45 per Seder/$80 both nights 
Members: $40 & $70 both nights 
Senior Citizens 8i Students: $25 Seder 




Cong. B'nai Etoraham 

117 Remsen St. 
Brooklyn Heights 

For reservations or info call 


Di (718) 596-4840 .«t is 
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W€IK 

by Conor McPherson 

March 21 -April 11 I Tickets: $1 5 
Thurs-Sat. at 8 pm Children & Seniors, 
Sunday at 3 pm | $12 

For Reservations, call (718) 595-0547 

NY (Between 4th & 5th Avenues) 


Retail & wholesale 

MEATS 


FRESH CUT MEAT & POULTRY DAILY 


Specialty Cuts Exolic wild c „ me & 


Proudly supplying 
Brooklyn 's and 
Manhattan ’s 
finest restaurants 



DELIVERY from Carroll Gardens thru Bklyn Hts 


Los Paisanos Meat Market - 

162 Smith St. (bet. Wycoff& Bergen) • (718) 85 







Singer Peri Smilow s music 
joins Passover with civil rights 


By Lisa Selin Davis 

For The Brooklyn Papers 

T his is beshert” Peri Smilow says 
when I visit her in her Park Slope 
apartment. 

The word is Yiddish for “meant to 
be,” and Smilow, 43, an educator and 
singer-songwriter of contemporary 
Jewish music, feels destiny has brought 
her to Brooklyn. 

Today, fate has found the perpetually 
smiling, petite musician home instead 
of on the road, an anomaly since 
Smilow’s third CD, “The Freedom Mu- 
sic Project: The Music of Passover and 
the Civil Rights Movement,” often has 
her traveling. 

Passover honors the story of the Jews’ 
exodus from the enslavement of the 
Egyptians, and a key component of the 
Seder, the tradi- 
tional Passover 
ceremony and din- 
ner. is to acknowl- 
edge the plights of 
other struggling 
groups. Smilow’s 
own journey has 
led her to do just 
that, through mu- 
sic. The CD is a 
culmination of 
many years’ work 
in entertainment, education and Jewish 
spirituality, but it’s the first time she’s 
been able to bridge these various worlds. 

Smilow grew up singing. Her father, 
a doctor, performed regularly in the 
community theater in her hometown of 
East Brunswick, N.J., and her mother 
played piano and danced. For her 
eighth birthday, her parents bought her 
a guitar, but no lessons. 

“I told them to hire babysitters who 
could play guitar, and after my little sis- 
ters went to sleep I would stay up and 
learn a little from them,” said Smilow, 
who now has a 10-month-old baby of 
her own who’s perfecting her crawl. 

Smilow came to New York in the 
early 1980s, and worked in theater by 
night and afterschool programs for un- 
derprivileged children by day. When 
she realized she cared more about the 
kids than her audition schedule, she 
moved to Boston to head an interracial 


and intergenerational non-profit group. 
She earned a master’s degree in educa- 
tion from Harvard, and was happy to 
leave entertaining behind . . . sort of. 

For fun, she joined a songwriting 
group that met monthly, and sang for her 
congregation. As technology changed 
and home-recording studios grew, 
Smilow found she could satisfy the re- 
quests of her newfound fan base, and lay 
some tracks down. Her first album, 
“Songs of Peace,” came out in 1993, and 
included four of her own songs. 

“It was amazing,” says Smilow. 
“People began to call and say, ‘Hey, do 
you do concerts?”’ 

And suddenly, as if fated to be, a 
folksinging career was bom. The only 
problem was, the educational career 
was still in full swing. 

“I was working 60 or 70 hours a 
week, and then on 
nights and week- 
ends I would go 
sing,” says Smi- 
low. “At a certain 
point I realized I 
could no longer 
do both.” 

That point came 
when she was 
driving from work 
to a concert, 
changing into 
pantyhose while trying to steer. She re- 
alized that entertainment — albeit Jew- 
ish spiritual entertainment — had 
called her back. 

Smilow is not the first ardst to take on 
contemporary Jewish music — music 
that marries the sounds of modem folk, 
like Joan Baez or James Taylor, to the 
spiritual presence and liturgy of Judaism. 
There’s Debbie Freedman, who also has 
a line of Hallmark cards, and Jeff Klep- 
per, who both created the sound. 

“But I’m different in that I focus on is- 
sues of social justice,” says Smilow. “I 
talk about politics. I encourage the Jew- 
ish community to reach out.” 

In 1996, Smilow teamed up with Min- 
ister LcRoix Hampton from the New 
Covenant Christian Church in Mattapan, 
Mass., to provide music for the Anti- 
Defamation league’s annual Black- Jew- 
ish Seder in Boston. When she had 
Hampton and his family over to dinner, 


MUSIC 


Peri Smilow's CDs, "The Freedom 
lusic Project: The Music of Passover 
nd the Civil Rights Movement," 
Ashrey^ and ^Son^s of Peace"JSign 

^ocom^/b^^lling^SOOJ^OUN'D^. 


he told her he had lived in Boston for 20 
years and had not once been in the house 
of a white person. 

“We’re still a segregated society in 
some very fundamental ways,” Smilow 
says sadly, but adds that she found music 
was a way to move integration forward. 
“It became apparent through the music 
that the two communities had more in 
common than they thought.” 

Hampton and Smilow put together the 
“Freedom Music Project,” mixing 
Passover tunes with black spirituals. The 
10 songs range from “Wade in the Wa- 
ter” to “Avadim Hayinu (Once we were 
slaves, now we are free).” She was final- 
ly able to join her disparate worlds of 
spirituality, education and entertainment. 

Fate brought Smilow back to New 
York when she married NY 1 newscaster 
and fellow folksinger Budd Mishkin, and 
now the buffet table in their railroad 
apartment is crammed with pictures of 


the Smilow-Mishkin clan. 

Of late, she is designing “Concert-in- 
a-Box,” a 10-week program to bring 
black and Jewish communities together 
through spiritual music. The groups not 
only sing together, they have a list of 
suggested activities, including having 
one another over for dinner. 

Can that program apply to our very 
own Brooklyn, where blacks and Jews 
have had a long and hard history of con- 
frontation in neighborhoods like Crown 
Heights? Maybe, says Smilow. 

“What you need to make change is to 
have areas of common interest,” she 
says. “Music is one way that can hap- 
pen.” 

Although Smilow performs around 
the country, destiny has not handed her 
a concert in Brooklyn — but she wants 

Says Smilow, “All I need is an invi- 
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Common ground: Park Slope singer-songwriter Peri Smilow brings black 
and Jewish communities together with her contemporary Jewish folk music. 


Pints & phantoms 

6 The Weir 9 cast shares great stories over brews 


By Paulanne Simmons 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

C onnor McPherson’s “The Weir,” 
with its spine-tingling ghost stories 
told in a rural Irish pub, allows the 
Gallery Players to show off what they 
do best — provide top-notch acting and 
create a masterful, realistic set. 

Set designer Todd M. Reemtsma has 
recreated a typical Irish pub that’s per- 
fect down to the lace window curtains 
and Irish flag beneath the television. 
And Heather Siobhan Curran directs a 
top-notch cast that makes the spoken 
word a joy to hear. 

And that is especially important 
here, as Curran makes a valiant effort 
to keep her actors moving in a play that 
basically has no action, or plot. The 
cast has mastered the Irish accent and 
Gaelic mannerisms so well they might 
well have kissed the Blarney Stone. 
But there is probably nothing that can 
be done with McPherson’s work to 
make it into a play. 

“The Weir” is about four pub regu- 
lars: Jim (Joshua Bevans), Brendan 
(Patrick Toon), Finbar (Mike Durkin) 
and Jack (John Blaylock, having grown 
a beard and shed the English accent he 
is so often called upon to use in Gallery 
Players productions), who regularly 
pass the time and quench their thirst at 
a local pub, in an isolated town where 
there really isn’t much else to do. 

When Finbar, a wealthy business- 
man and property owner, brings over a 
woman named Valerie (Brooke De- 
laney), who has just bought a house 
from him, the men exchange their idle 
gossip and harmless barrage of insults 
for the telling of tall tales. 

They do this with an eloquence, a 



Easy being green: John Blaylock, Brooke Delaney, Patrick Toon and 
Mike Durkin in the Gallery Players production of "The Weir," which is set 
in an Irish pub. 


sense of foreboding and an evocation 
of the magical and mysterious that have 
made the Irish among the best authors 
of the English language (as any Irish- 
man will tell you). 

Jack, an aging bachelor, tells a story 
about a house (the very one Valerie has 
just bought) that was constructed on a 
route used by fairies. Finbar relates a 
scary story about a strange woman he 
saw at the top of a staircase. Finally, 
Jim timidly tells of how, when digging 
a grave, he met the man who was des- 
tined for it. 

But it is Valerie who has the most 
frightening and heart-rending story of 
all. And it is her story that brings out 


THEATER 


The Gallery Players production of 
"The Weir" runs through April 11: 
Thursday through Saturday, at 8 pm 
and Sunday, at 3 pm. Tickets are $15, 
$12 seniors and children under 12. The 
Gallery Players are located at 199 14th 
St. between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope. For more information, 
call (718) 595-0547 or visit www.gallery- 


the compassion, friendship and com- 
mon decency in all four men. 

In an exceedingly laudatory review, 
Fergus McGillicuddy called the Lon- 
don production of “The Weir,” “a dark- 
ly magical, lyrical little play with no 


plot to speak of beyond the transform- 
ing effects of the spoken word.” 

Apparently he didn’t mind this lack 
of plot. Neither did the respondents to 
The Royal National Theatre’s survey 
who voted “The Weir” one of the most 
significant plays of the 20th century, 
nor the London Evening Standard, 
which gave McPherson its Most 
Promising Playwright award. And 
when the production moved to a theater 
on England’s West End, it won the 
1999 Olivier Award for Best New Play. 

But this reviewer did mind. And, 
possibly, American audiences did, too. 
“The Weir” opened at the Walter Ken- 
Theatre on April 1, 1999 and closed 
seven months later, after 277 perform- 
ances. Not exactly a stellar run. 

A weir is a dam, and a dam can ei- 
ther hold water or let it come forth, 
sometimes as a powerful flood. In 
McPherson’s play the weir metaphori- 
cally breaks and lets loose a flood of 
words that sets free the emotions each 
storyteller has kept bottled up — some- 
times for years. 

But after the stories are over, as beau- 
tifully rendered as they are, one does not 
get the feeling that much has changed. 
No new decisions have been made, no 
old ones broken. No one has changed his 
mind or resolved to take new steps. 
There’s a touch of regret, a bit of advice 
and everyone leaves to go home. 

Perhaps at a time when we are saturat- 
ed with the meaningless dialogue of tele- 
vision sitcoms and blockbuster movies, 
when films can sweep the Academy 
Awards without gamering a single award 
for acting, many may think it enough for 
a play to have good dialogue delivered 
well and with feeling. 

But we have a right to demand more 
of our playwrights. We have a right to 
demand vision. We have a right to de- 
mand movement. We have a right to 
demand problems, and alternatives if 
not solutions. 

“The Weir” is a wonderfully execut- 
ed production. It is a sheer pleasure to 
watch every one of these talented ac- 
tors. But at the end of the play, one 
may wish they were given a little more 



■ (kfi) Tamarind 
Chicken 

irfjjL $13 - 95 

, (right) Satay Beef 

< Sl _ i m _ ^ $4.95 

Sample our diverse flavors: sharp ' "JnCH BOX" ] 
and subtle, mild and spicy. I c-prp... Qt - 1 

Experience the meltingpot of I f J,5.95 , 
cooking styles that is Malaysian L J 

Culsme! J" ~h Price Lunch ’ 

5 U-f J 10% Off Dinner [ 

-.I 

iVkjJaysjaji bistro 

6814 Fourth Ave. (bet. 68th St. & Bay Ridge Ave.) 
(718) 238-5531 • “S» • Open 7 days 


. //yir/y /' 

RISTORANTE 

Celebrate Easter 

Sunday, April 11th, 2004 

Searings from l-7pm 

Appetizer 

Mozzarella Fresca • Insalata Organica • Antipasto Misto • Lobster Bisque 
Insalata Di Mare (Seafood, dr Shellfish Salad, add $3.95) 

Pasta 

Penne A1 Filetto Di Pomodoro 

(Penne with Prosciutto, Onions, Basil & Fresh Tomato Sauce) 

Cheese Ravioli 

Risotto Alla Pescatore $ 34 95 

Entree 

Salmon Tornado 

(Broiled Salmon served over Spinach & Lobster Sauce) 

Pesce Spada Rollatine 

(Sauteed Swordfish stuffed with Breadcrumbs, 

Pignoli Nuts, Raisins, Tomato & Capers) 

Agnello Pasqualina 

(Broiled Baby Lamb, Rosemary dr Herbs) 

Polio Valdostano 

( Chicken stuffed with Fontina Cheese, Prosciutto and topped with Mushroom Sauce) 

Prime Rib Au Jus 

All entrees are served with vegetables & potatoes 
Coffee ** Pasttera ** Assorted I 


4 


Make Reservations Early: 718-852-5015 
345 Court Street (corner of Union St.) 

Free Valet Parking • I 


£u.«cfb £pe,cia.fe * 7.99 

Monday - Thursday 11 am - 2 pm 
11 Great Lunch Specials ... 1 Great Price! 












Where to oo 


Compiled 
by Susan 
Rosenthal 


ie door. 7 pr 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

OPENING DAY: Celebrate Prospect Park's 
official opening day 2004. Little League 
baseball parade, and opening ball toss, 
begins at 10 am. Corner of Carroll Street 
ana Seventh Avenue. Activities include ca- 
rousel rides ($1 each), Prospect Park Zoo 

www.prospectpark.org. Call (718) 965-8960. 

WATERFRONT TOUR: Brooklyn Public Library 
Foundation hosts "Fulton Ferry and DUM- 
BO: What's New on the Waterfront?" Tour 




Vint 




I Fulton St. (718) 230-2780. 


is guest speaki 

9 pm. ART/NY 

Oxford St. (718) 230-1323. 

GALAPAGOS: presents Vangeline Theater, a 
variety show. $6. 8 pm. 70 North Sixth St. 
(718)782-5188. 

FREDDY'S BACKROOM: Jazz with "On the 
Way Out: Music from the New York 
Underground." No cover. 9 pm. 485 
Dean St. (718) 622-7035. 

BARBES BAR: Tim Ziesmer Quartet play. 9 
pm. Other groups. 376 Ninth St. Call. 
(718)965-9177. 


Weds, April 7 


ELDER LAW SEMINAR: Maki 
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Will present new dance works bers 2:30 pm Brooklyn Children's Mu-' 
"Book Dances" and "The Last seum, 145 Brooklyn Ave. (718) 735-4400. 
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trio, which he performs with 
Holloway and Canellakis, “an 
absolutely gorgeous piece.” 

“He has a great sense of 
musical colors and a wonder- 
ful sense of humor,” Peskanov 
tells GO Brooklyn. “He has a 
very particular way of dealing 
with harmonic and rhythmic 
structure — you cannot listen 
to his work without knowing 
it’s him. He has a unique ac- 
cent, which is great to hear. 

“The trio’s slow movement 
is so beautiful and sad, but has 
a serenity as well,” Peskanov 
continues. “The last movement 




Ch Ario drying is the Hyperion 
CD label, which has already 





Spring thaw 

Pianist Yefim Bronfman returns to 
Bargemusic with 6 Spring 9 Sonata 

By Kevin Filipski 
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.YWCA 


Summer Camp 

2004 


The YWCA has been running summer camps for nearly a 
century. Here in Brooklyn, and across the country, we are 
one of the leading providers of children's programming. 


YWCA Summer Camp 
is located at 

30 Third Avenue 

at Atlantic. 

Join us for an information 
Open House for 


ACTIVITES 
INCLUDE: 
swimming 
arts and crafts 
guest speakers 
team sports 
field trips 


Summer Camp 2004. 
Meet the director, 
tour the facility and 
have all your questions 
answered. 


OPEN 
k HOUSE 

t- Sat., April 24 4 
: lOam-noon 




YWCA 

of Brooklyn 


30 Third Avenue 

(bet. Atlantic & State) 


For more information call 718-875-1 190, ext 250 



A summer camp 
designed around 
enriching young 
minds. 


FUN LEARNING ACTIVITIES 


• Dance • Music • Baking • Olympic Games 

• Video Games • Arts & Crafts • Indoor Pool • Martial Arts 

• Weekly Trips • Gymnastics • Recreational Sports 

• Rock Climbing • Horseback Riding 

• Mathematics • Writing • Reading • Library Visits 


408 Jay Street, Fifth Floor 
Register NOW, 
$100.00 Off full summer. 

(718) 624-1992 



Better 

Brooklyn 

Community 



if 7^2 

Park Explorers 

Day Camp 

Healthy outdoor fun 
in beautiful Prospect Park 

718 - 788-3620 

Ages 4 years through 14 years 


• Sports, arts & crafts, drama, pool beach trips, 
nature study, and old fashion play 

• Theatre arts, gymnastics and soccer. 

• Exploring Beyond for children entering 6-8th grade. 

• Early Explorers for children ages 2-4. 


Breakfast's the key 


Q: My daughter, 11, has 
come home three times 
complaining that by the 
time she eats lunch, she is 
shaking. She eats breakfast 
around 6:45, gets no snack 
and has lunch more than 
five hours later, at noon. I 
would like your input to 
take to our school board. 

— a mother 

A: To fuel your child 
through the morning, serve a 
high-fiber, high-protein break- 
fast as late as possible. 

“I’m amazed that 11 -year- 
olds should have to go five 
hours without eating,” says 
nutrition expert Susan B. 
Roberts, PhD. “How can they 
learn when their internal needs 
are not being met?” 

Breakfast calls for careful 
nutritional planning for a 
jumpstart to the day, Roberts 
says. One bowl of low-fiber, 
sugary cereal will be long 
gone by lunchtime. 

Several parents and teach- 
ers agree with Roberts: Be- 
fore heading off to the school 
board, take a look at your 
breakfast menu and take your 
child in for a checkup to rule 
out any medical condition. 

“This is a very real prob- 
lem,” says a reader. “Where I 
substitute, the kids can bring a 
morning snack and they clean 
up their mess. Children can’t 
handle the schoolwork when 
they have to wait that long. 
Get a doctor’s note if neces- 

Reader Laurie Jagielski 
says her son complained he 
was “absolutely starving” by 
10 am at school last year. Af- 
ter he was diagnosed with 
low blood sugar, his teachers 
let him eat a protein snack in 

Mom also cut out sugary 
cereals and established new 
breakfast options with more 
protein: Eggs and bacon; oat- 
meal; homemade granola 
with nuts and seeds, sprinkled 



Parent-to-Parent 



By Betsy Flagler 


over a bowl of Special K; 
bran muffins; or seven-grain 
cooked cereal. 

“Do I have to get up earli- 
er? Yes. Do the children miss 
their Lucky Charms? Yes,” 
Jagielski says. “But we have 
found that my son no longer 
needs that morning snack be- 
fore his noon lunch period.” 

Debby Kriz, a registered 
dietitian, says shakiness when 
there is an extended wait be- 
tween breakfast and lunch 


could simply be a sign of 
hunger. 

A breakfast that includes a 
variety of food groups, espe- 
cially higher fiber, protein and 
low sugar, and a mid-morning 
snack may help to carry the 
child’s appetite to lunchtime 
better and possibly alleviate 
the shaky episodes, Kriz says. 

Persistent shakiness could 
signal a number of medical 
conditions, including low 
blood sugar (hypoglycemia), 
Kriz says, so the child needs to 
be evaluated by a physician. 
“Signs of type 1 diabetes in- 
clude increased thirst, in- 
creased appetite, increased uri- 
nation and sudden weight 
loss,” she says. 

For children who have al- 
ready been diagnosed with 
type 1 diabetes, feeling shaky 
can be a sign that they are ex- 
periencing a hypoglycemic 
episode.” 

Reader Catherine Forinash 
has had hypoglycemia most of 
her life, but she says high-pro- 
tein breakfasts and protein 
snacks between meals keep 
her stable. A morning snack 
doesn’t interrupt her first- 


grade class, says a teacher. 
They nibble while they work. 

Her students can also have 
an afternoon snack while they 
wait for their bus to be called, 
thanks to one mother who said 
her daughter seemed lethargic 
after school. 

“Smart teachers allow even 
upper-grade children to have a 
mid-morning snack,” says not- 
ed pediatrician William Sears, 
MD, because they recognize 
that children simply run out of 
fuel. 

Can you help? 

“We’re working hard with 
our adopted 10-year-old son, 
who has a severe attachment 
disorder because of what he 
missed out on in his early 
years in an orphanage in Rus- 
sia. We’re finally out of chaos 
mode after 18 months, but 
we’re having trouble getting 
neighbors and teachers to un- 
derstand that normal parenting 
and therapy techniques do not 
apply to him.” — a mother 

If you have tips or a question, 
call our toll-free hotline any time 
at (800) 827-1092 ore-mail us 
atp2ptips@att.net. 


TtJePaftpSlS’Pfe 
messLtsAt*r> 



Our Camp 

■Variety of programs for 
campers age 4 'h to 14 

■ Safe, fun, stimulating 
environment 

■ Very flexible registration; 
accommodating 10 week 
season 

• Free morning transportation 
from most Brownstone 
Brooklyn neighborhoods 

• Established 1992 


Spring Break 
Mini- Camp 

April 5-13, 2004 
7 days of trips & activities 
based in Park Slope 

Open House for 
Summer Camp 

Sunday, April 18, 2004 
Presentations at noon and 1pm 
339 8 St. just below 6 Ave. 


718 788-PSDC (7732) 
vww.parkslopedaycamp.con 


The Brooklyn Heights 

® JEWISH 
SPORTS ACADEMY 

At: The Hannah Senesh School - 215 Pacific St. 
Ages: 5-9 

SWIMMING: Under the supervision of Red Cross certified 
instructors, campers enjoy a heated^ poof Instructional & recre- 

Cross level certification. 

ATHLETICS: Campers develop skills through professional sports 
coaching in sports such as baseball, football, soccer & tennis in a 
fully air-conditioned full size NBA accredited gymnasium. 

Delicious & Nutritious Lunch Provided 

CAMP IS DEVISED OF 2 VflW. SESSIONS: 

Sessionl : June 28 - July 9th 
Session 2: July 12th - July 23rd 
Session 3: July 26th - August 6th 
Session 4 (1 week only): August 9th - 13th 

TIMES & FEES 

Hours 9am-3pm. Cost $450 per session 
Extended Session 8am-6pm. Extra $300 per session 

For further information please contact: 
Simcha Weinstein (718) 596-4840 Ext. 15 

Please Note; Camp is closed 4th of July & July 27 (Tisha B'Av) 





Jtllggs Sdrool, 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 

□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Summer Program Available 

Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street ibeL 6th & 7th Aves.) 


Nature OrIente^ PhysicAlly AcrivE 

DAy Camp Experienced Adult Staff • Flexible Scheduling 



DAiLy Trips to: 


Lakes, pools and beaches for swimming, 
hikes, special playgrounds, Sesame Place, 
Chinatown, the Brooklyn Cyclones, amuse- 
ment parks, museums and more! 

EarLy dRop'off ANd Iate pick up AVAiUblE 

Ages 5-72 to 1 1-72 years 


TODS 

Ca11 Dan MoiNESTER 

p ark S | ope . 71 8 - 768-641 9 


A camp where kids can get 
an base ®r plaqth ^^l^ , 
da % swim er go far 
, weave a tale ar 
, put an 




weave a 

a plag er plag same 
^^^picture ar take a 
picture, hit a (liver have a ball. 




The Berkeley Carroll School 
CREA TIVE ARTS PROGRAM 


June 28 to July 29, 2004 • Ages 8 to 14 

181 LINCOLN PLACE • PARK SLOPE, BR00KL YN 

718-789-6060 x245 bcs@berkeleycarr oll.or g 


REAL ESTATE 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Cobble Hill - 
Carroll Gardens 


Office Space / Brookyn 


Brooklyn Heights 



(718)238-6879 R14 

Park Slope 
& Bay Ridge 

2 8( 3 Bedroom 
Apartments available 
Newly Renovated 

(718) 499-2060 R15 


South Park Slope 



sr 5pm. 

(718)788-3267 R14 


Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 

BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios;1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT 



Downtown Bklyn 

$640. Close to transportation & shop- 
ping. FREE PARKING. 5 minutes 
away from city. Contact agent. (646) 
256-9906 R14 


Park Slope 

2 bdrms, 2 bath, garage space. P.S. 
321 district, renovated kitchen, door- 
man. Center Slope, near trans, shop- 
ping & park. Call owner (917) 783- 
9280. R13 


MORTAGAGE 


Penn Mortgage & 
Refinance Corp 

Bad Credit Specialist. Refinancing 
for any reason, mortgage & finance 

(800) 757-7366 

Lie. Mortgage Broker NYC m3 


COMMERCI \l 
SPACE 



Classifieds 
online at 


I'uiwh ***** 

EBON 


lAooklyn 
^ V a P® rs com 


REAL ESTATE SCHOOL 



INSURANCE 
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Health, 
jy r " Mind 
& Body 



• NYS Licensed 
•Joint Commission 

Accreditation 

• Confidential Abortion 

- Surgical - Medical (RU486) 

• Safe Low Cost 


• Immediate Appointment 
(including Saturdays) 

• Parental Consent 
Not Required 

• Emergency Contraception 

• Free Pregnancy Testing 


Conveniently Located at 

313 - 43rd Street and 3rd Avenue 

Call for an immediate appointment 718-369-1900 


CAREER COACHING 


CAREER CONCERNS? 

Professional Coaching for Successful Career Transitions 

• Job Search Strategies 

’ • Resumes & Cover Letters 

• Interview Preparation 

• Career Planning 

Career Transition Resources <ctr> 

26 Court Street - Brooklyn Heights 

(718) 624-3192 - Hours by appointment only 


H 



mg 

www. to u c h of 1 igh t . o rg 

REIKI is “Universal” energy healing 

Hilary Brooks 
Reiki Master 

SOME ADDRESSABLE ISSUES 

Stress • Smoking • Weight Loss • Asthma 

Migraines • Pain • Toxic Conditions 

9I7.622.738S 


hilary@touchoflight.org 


REASONABLE FEES 


DENTISTS 


Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modem office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 


• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I, TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 



Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 
Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
and insurance plans accommodated 


All phases of 

General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work • Crowns 
Bridges • Porcelain Veneers 
Bleaching • Dentures • Laminates 


Jack Irwin, d.d.s. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718/768-8372 

9177893-8581 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 
Most Insurance & Union Plans Accepted 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) i n ^°^,ce 

(718) 622-8020 a “ cp » 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 


Emergency 

Service 


• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Free Consultation 
24 Hr Phone Service 
fflFiwa 



789-5700 

Financing Available • Insurance Plans Welcomed 


DERMATOLOGY 


DERMATOLOGY ^ 

Cosmetic Skin Problems 

Laser Hair Removal Acne • Herpes 

Chemical Peels Warts • Genital Warts 

Botox • Collagen Moles • STD's/VD 

Spider Veins Skin Cancer 

Liposuction Blemishes 


SKIN • HAIR • NAILS 


Day & Evening Hours 

Most Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 

Alan R. Kling, M.D. 

Board Certified Dermatologist 


27 8th Avenue 

(corner Lincoln Place) 
Park Slope, Brooklyn 

(718) 636-0425 


1000 Park Avenue 

(at 84th Street) 

New York City, NY 

(212) 288-1300 


WOMEN’S HEALTH 


Dr. Kliot - 

Midwife Team 

* a 



We are able to take 
care of a full spectrum 
of obstetrical & 
gynecological needs. 

Both a physician 
& midwife are 
available to attend 
your delivery. 



| David A. KU, 

Prospect Park Locale 

225 Marlborough Road 
Brooklyn, NY 11226 

(718) 693-1011 


Insurance friendly 

>G& Gregory E. KUoC mpTfacog! 

Boro Park Locale 

5319B 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11204 

(718) 851-3202 


not just nets • THE NEW BROOKLYN • not just nets 


Ratner, Gehry looking 
to scale back plans 



By Jotham Sederstrom 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Bruce Ratner and architect Frank 
Gehry are discussing modifications to 
reduce the number of buildings that 
would have to be condemned to build 
the massive Altantic Yards basketball 
arena, office tower and residential 
development, a Forest City Ratner 
consultant confirmed this week. 

“What the architects are doing is figur- 
ing out how to have the least impact while 
maintaining the value of the Gehry-de- 
signed buildings,” said Richard Lipsky, a 
lobbyist for Forest City Ratner. 

“It’s all being looked at,” he said. 
“When you get into the construction, 
plans are always in the process of being 
reconsidered. If we can mitigate the 
amount of people who would be forced 
out as a result of condemnation, well, 
that’s a priority.” 

Lipsky made his comments to The 
Brooklyn Papers regarding the 22-acre 
plan that would, as currently proposed, 
displace more than 500 people from ei- 
ther homes or jobs within the site. 

And Bruce Bender, Forest City Rat- 
ner’s executive vice president for Govern- 
ment and Public Affairs, told Newsday 
this week that Ratner and Gehry were in 
talks to lessen the plan’s reliance on the 
state to condemn private property through 
its eminent domain powers. 

Bender and Lipsky, as well as Ratner 
spokesman Joe DePlasco, all declined to 
discuss what buildings might be saved or 
if any of the 17 towers planned to be built 
around the arena would be removed from 
the plan. 

Keith Mendenhall, a spokesman for 
Gehry, also declined to comment. 

Norman Seigel, the former head of the 
New York Civil Liberties Union, is repre- 
senting many of the Prospect Heights res- 
idents who would be displaced in a pend- 
ing lawsuit. 

He said this week that a survey he con- 
ducted found that 334 people in 162 
apartments and 33 businesses with 235 


employees would be displaced by the 
Ratner plan. 

The news of changes belies comments 
made by Forest City Ratner executive 
vice president Jim Stuckey who told some 
200 people at a public forum in March 
that changes were not in the works. 

“[Shifting the arena] would require 
bridging over 350 to 500 feet of Atlantic 
Avenue,” he said. 

Borough President Marty Markowitz 
met with anti-arena activists this week to 
discuss, in bullet point, everything from the 
number of buildings expected to be con- 
demned to traffic concerns and parking. 

Joel Towers, an urban designer and a 
member of Develop Don’t Destroy, was 
at that meeting and advocated alternative 


plans for the project. 

According to sources, Markowitz 
would not commit to backing any new 
recommendations. 

DePlasco said on Wednesday that “a 
huge amount of engineering and design 
work” goes into such developments and 
that it would be premature to comment on 
specifics. 

“What we’ve said all along is that the 
current plan is a process that continues,” 
said DePlasco. “From the beginning the 
guiding principle has been to minimize 
impact on residents and that remains a 
guiding principle.” 

“But it does call for some people mov- 
ing,” he added. 


RATNER... 


Continued from page 1 
teur athletics. 

“The impression is that this is something 
that’s being done out of the goodness of his 
heart,” Jones said of Ratner’s recent out- 
reach to youth groups and amateur athletics 
groups. “But it isn’t like that at all. My con- 
cern is that the arena should be used 365 
days a year for amateur athletics because 
that’s what those funds are for.” 

In 2000, city, state and Brooklyn offi- 
cials earmarked $67 million toward the 
construction of the Sportsplex in Coney 
Island. Then-Mayor Rudy Giuliani 
pledged $30 million and the state legisla- 
ture and Gov. George Pataki each offered 
$15 million. Then-Borough President 
Howard Golden secured $7 million. 

Sharon Toomer, a spokeswoman for 
Borough President Marty Markowitz, said 
this week that Borough Hall’s portion of 
the money is still on the table for the 
Sportsplex, although she didn’t know if it 
would also become available to other am- 
ateur athletic proposals as more submis- 
sions surface. 

“It was earmarked for the Sportsplex 
and it’s still there,” said Toomer, who 
added that the funds would not be avail- 
able until 2006 and would not be divided 
among multiple groups. 

Since it was first conceived in 1987, the 
plan for the 12,000-seat Sportsplex has 
been steeped in difficulties, and was es- 


sentially shelved after Giuliani shunned it 
in favor of building Keyspan Park, a base- 
ball stadium for the minor league Brook- 
lyn Cyclones adjacent to the Sportsplex 

The plan was revived after it was listed 
as a site for indoor volleyball in the city’s 
bid for the 2012 summer Olympic games, 
but that plan has since cooled in light of 
Ratner’s plan for a downtown arena. 

Kenneth Adams, president of the 
Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce and a 
key supporter of the Sportsplex, said that 
while the funding from the borough presi- 
dent is still available, he didn’t know if the 
same held true for the remaining $60 mil- 

He said the future of Sportsplex would 
become clear by the end of the year when 
the design firm of David Brody and Bond, 
and the accounting firm of Ernst and 
Young, chosen to lead Coney Island’s re- 
development, release their preliminary 
proposal for the area. 

“These are two absolutely distinct proj- 
ects, with distinct funding needs,” Adams 
said of the Downtown Brooklyn arena and 
Sportsplex. 

Two Ratner spokesmen said this week 
that those amateur athletics funds have not 
been discussed as a part of their plans. 

“That’s not even on the table, we 
haven’t even looked at that,” said Lipsky. 
“This issue of financing isn’t the most 
challenging. It’s the ability to configure 


the [amateur sports] gym within the foot- 
print without losing something else neces- 
sary to make a viable project.” 

And Toomer said that Ratner’s group, 
with whom the borough president has 
worked closely on the basketball arena 
plan, has not approached Markowitz about 
the Sportsplex money. 

Carlton Screen, executive director of 
the Flatbush Youth Association, said that 
the possibility of showcasing PSAL cham- 
pionships, or even playoffs, at the Ratner 
arena would be seen as great progress for 
amateur athletics in Brooklyn. Now, he 
said, playoff games are held in the Bronx, 
at Lehman College, and championship 
games are played at Madison Square Gar- 
den in Manhattan. 

“This will give the amateur world in 
Brooklyn an opportunity to express itself,” 
said Screen, who won city championships 
in 1965 as a captain of Erasmus High 
School’s basketball and baseball teams. 

Both he and Richard Kosik, a retired spe- 
cial education instructor who has taught at 
Fort Hamilton High School in Bay Ridge, 
said that they have met with Lipsky several 
times to discuss ways in which Ratner could 
reach out to youth groups, including build- 
ing the smaller facility. 

Kosik said that in at least three meet- 
ings Lipsky told him that facility was be- 
ing considered as a development adjacent 
to the arena, although he didn’t tell him 
precisely where it would fit in the already 
cramped Atlantic Yards landscape. 

‘T think that it could be a positive thing, 
with the Nets coming to Brooklyn,” said 
Kosik. “Because all indications are that 
they would be very community-oriented 


Eldercare Services II Psychotherapy 


MARK L. WUNSCH, CSW 

Long Term Care Planning 
"Peace of Mind for the Family" 
Apply for Gov't Programs 

PRIVATE HIRING 

Toll Free: (888) 763-5897 

www.FamilyStrategies.org 


Psychotherapy 


Deborah Stewart 

M.Ed., CSW 

Psychotherapist offering a longer- 
term, in-depth process for indi- 
viduals & couples committed to 
life change through deeper under- 
standing of self. 60 & 90 minute 
sessions available. Bklyn Hts/ 
Cobble Hill/Carroll Gardens. 

(718) 858-5155 r35 


It's not just what you're EATING 
... It's what's eating YOU! 

Cheryl Pearlman, csw 

Psychotherapist 

Specializing in eating disorders 

( 718 ) 636-3099 


ANGER MANAGEMENT 



Ray Reichenberg 

Psychotherapist 

Park Slope/Greenwich Village Offices 

(212) 598-1 80S or (917) 627-6047 



mi ii: 5i5i 


FEMINIST PSYCHOTHERAPY 

individuals/couples/children 

persons of all lifestyles. 

DR. GEORCINE GORRA, D.S.W. 

Doctor of Social Work 
718-783-8247 Parking • Ins. Reimb. 


I “-rooklyn 
^ papers com 


RELIGIOUS SERVICES 


Union 

Temple 

Park Slope's Friendliest Reform Congregation 
SHABBAT SERVICES: 

First & Third Friday monthly 

followed by Potluck Dinner 6:30 p.m. 

All other Friday evenings 8:15 p.m. 

17 Eastern Parkway 

638-3649 R43 


KINGSBORO TEMPLE of 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS 

A Go to Heaven Fellowship 

415 7TH ST. • BROOKLYN, NY 11215 

Sabbath School - Saturdays - 9:30 am 
Divine Worship - Saturdays - 11:00 am 

Prayer Meeting - Wednesdays - 7:30 P pm 
Men's Ministry - Tuesdays - 7:30 pm 

Website: kingsboroSDA.org 

Our Sabbath Service is live on the internet! 


CongriegatjorBethEkiMrnl 

«ifcwiriTmni | 

You are always welcome 

First Friday service followed 

by Pot Luck supper 6:00 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 8:15 p.m. 

Saturday Mornings 

Torah study 9:00 a.m. 

Brooklyn's Largest 
Reform Congregation 
Eighth Avenue and Garfield Place 

PARK SLOPE 
768-3814 R43 


PARK SLOPE 
JEWISH CENTER 


Adult Ed 0 Hebrew School 
Rabbi Carle Carter 
Park Slope's Egalitarian, 

768-1453 R 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 


3 St. Johns Place 


638-6583 


Shabbat Shalom! 


Presented by 

Congregation 
B'nai Avraham 

Modern Orthodox Synagogue 
of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. *802-1827 
Rabbi Aaron Raskin 


Candle 

Lighting 

Passover 

Monday, April 3 
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Hundreds rally to protest Ratner plan 



Katie Weity, 31, shouts her opposition to Bruce Ratner's 
development plans at Sunday's rally. 



At rally, 1 -year-old Skye Rothstein, of Dean Street, whose 
family would be evicted by arena plan. 



On site, chants of 'No eminent 
domain for personal gain’ 


By Jotham Sederstrom 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Chanting “No eminent 
domain for personal gain,” 
hundreds of protesters ga- 
thered in Prospect Heights 
Sunday, within three-point 
range of the site planned 
for a professional basket- 
ball arena that has been 
mightily opposed since it 
was proposed by develop- 
er Bruce Ratner last year. 

The rousing, sometimes 
teary “Rally at the Railyards,” 
drew more than 500 people to 
a stretch of Pacific Street be- 
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues 
which, under current plans, 
would be de-mapped and 
resurfaced as roughly center 
court for the New Jersey Nets, 
the NBA team that Ratner 
purchased in January. 


Community leaders and 
elected officials who oppose 
the plan to build an arena, of- 
fice towers and high-rise 
apartment buildings along a 
swath of the neighborhood ex- 
tending east from the intersec- 
tion of Flatbush and Atlantic 
avenues, banded together Sun- 
day afternoon to voice their 
disapproval. 

The $2.5 billion Atlantic 
Yards development relies on 
the state’s condemnation of 
private property that would 
force the relocation of 350 
residents and 250 employees 
at 40 businesses. The rest of 
the development would be 
built over Long Island Rail 
Road storage yards at the 
north end of the site. 

Among some 15 speakers 
who railed against the project, 
Councilwoman Letitia James, 
clearly pleased with the 


turnout, incited the crowd’s 
vigor with a plea that veered 
toward call-and-response. 

In response to her shouts of 
“Where we from?” James’ 
supporters chortled “Brook- 
lyn.” When she yelled “No 
justice, no peace, whose 
streets?” the crowd dutifully 
echoed her rallying cry. 

“We stand in your path, Mr. 
Ratner,” said James, who has 
been a vocal opponent of the 
plan since its conception. 
“And when you said there 
were only a few voices, you 
were clearly wrong.” 

Aside from elected offi- 
cials, including state Sen. Vel- 
manette Montgomery and 
Rep. Major Owens, an eclec- 
tic group of musicians echoed 
the call lor opposition with 
lyrics tailor-made to the rally. 

The Jaybirds, a Prospect 
Heights-based three-piece fea- 


turing guitar, mandolin and 
accordion, performed “Don’t 
Tear Us Down.” Led by Sam 
Zygmuntowicz, the group 
breezed through its anti-arena 
tune, earning the prolonged 
applause of a crowd that came 
and went as the afternoon 
turned brisk. 

“Maybe some day you’ll be 
passin’ by and see the high 
towers fill the sky,” sang Zyg- 
muntowicz, a violinmaker on 
Dean Street who would be re- 
located by the plan. “Would 
anyone remember that the big 
sports dome was built on the 
spot that we call our home?” 

Many attending the rally 
were tenants, homeowners 
and merchants who said their 
buildings would be con- 
demned under the arena pro- 

The gathering moved Israel 
Amador, who said that he has 


MTA seeks as much money 
as it can get ... from Ratner 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority Chairman Peter Ka- 
likow said this week he would 
seek “maximum value” for an 
11 -acre Long Island Rail Road 
storage yards site in Prospect 
Heights — over which devel- 
oper Brace Ratner is looking to 
build a colossal arena complex 
— but demurred when asked if 
he would put the property 
through an open bidding 
process. 

“I fight tenaciously for the rights 
of the MTA and the values of their 
properties,” Kalikow told reporters 
after a monthly meeting of the 
MTA board Wednesday morning. 

But when asked if the MTA 
planned to put out a request for 


proposals on the site, Kalikow 
said, “I don’t know.” 

Asked if the Atlantic Yards site 
would go to Ratner or simply to the 
highest bidder, Kalikow responded, 
“That’s complicated.” 

During the meeting, Prospect 
Heights residents opposed to the 
arena plan, many of whom would 
be displaced to build it, asked the 
MTA chief to open up the proper- 
ty to a public biding process and 
seek community input before 
handing it over to Ratner. 

The developer is an old law 
school buddy of the man who ap- 
points the MTA board, Gov. 
George Pataki. 

Ratner’s plan would require seiz- 
ing more than two square blocks of 
private land south of the rail yards 
and displacing approximately 500 
residents and businesses. 

His $300 million bid for the 


New Jersey Nets was accepted in 
January and he awaits final NBA 
approval and is in the process of fi- 
nalizing the financing for the pur- 
chase, which includes investors 
such as rap star Jay-Z. He wants to 
move the team to Brooklyn. 

Opponents of the plan accused 
Ratner of having a “backroom 
deal” with the MTA to purchase the 
air rights to develop the site. 

“The MTA has a history of 
closed books and no oversight,” 
said Daniel Goldstein, a resident of 
636 Pacific St., a nine-story luxury 
apartment building that would be 
razed to make way for the project. 

Goldstein attended the board 
meeting along with several oppo- 
nents of the plan. 

Questions about such deals be- 
tween the MTA and Ratner first 
surfaced last year when an MTA 
spokesman incorrectly told The 


Brooklyn Papers on three differ- 
ent occasions that Ratner had al- 
ready purchased the air rights to 
develop over the storage yards. 

The spokesman later said that 
he had made a mistake and that 
Ratner did not hold the rights. 

But speaking at a buildings 
trade conference in Manhattan ear- 
ner this month, Ratner thanked the 
MTA for “supporting” his plan. 

“The MTA has been wonderful 
in supporting both projects,” Rat- 
ner said, referring to both his plan 5 
and a plan to build a new football § 
stadium for the New York Jets on 3 
Manhattan’s West Side. £ 

The MTA said it has not re- £ 
ceived an application to review J, 
the plan. § 

Frank Gehry, known for de- | 
signing the Guggenheim Bilbao, l_ 
in Spain, is designing the 7.7-mil- 
lion-square-foot development. 



Patti Hagan, of the Prospect Heights Action 
Coalition, at the MTA meeting on Wednesday. 



Jon Crow holds a sign protesting Ratner's proposal to 
build towers in Prospect Heights. 


lived in a building on Dean 
Street for 35 years. As he 
mouthed rallying cries by 
Norman Siegel, the former 
head of the New York Civil 
Liberties Union who is repre- 
senting Prospect Heights resi- 
dents threatened with eviction 
in a planned lawsuit, Amador 
admitted that the rally was a 
first for him. 

“I’ve never seen something 
like this before,” he said while 
standing next to a friend. 
“This is something, I think, 
that’s kind of special.” 

Speaking first, the Rev. 
David Dyson, of the Lafayette 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
told the crowd that upon 
learning of Ratner’s plans he 
looked up a definition of emi- 
nent domain. He remarked 
that the provision of law 
whereby the government can 
take private property for the 
public good, is normally used 
to make space for such public 
facilities as hospitals, schools, 
parks and roadways, not pri- 
vate endeavors. 

“They didn't say nothin’ 
about a basketball arena,” said 
Dyson, a self-proclaimed ac- 
tivist since 1972 who has work- 
ed alongside Cesar Chavez, the 
California migrant workers or- 
ganizer. “Seems to me that this 
is not so much eminent domain 
as it is imperial domain.” 

Although Ratner didn’t at- 
tend the rally, a spokeswoman 
at the event on Sunday passed 
out a statement to reporters that 
promised continual community 
involvement as the plan pro- 
ceeds. In the statement, Bruce 
Bender, executive vice presi- 
dent of Ratner’s Forest City 
Ratner Co., said that the devel- 
opment would create 25,000 
jobs, of which 15,000 would be 


temporary construction jobs. He 
also stated that 4,500 units of 
mixed-income housing would 
be created. 

“We understand that there 
are concerns in parts of the 
community and it has always 
been one of our guiding prin- 
ciples to listen to and learn 
from the community and work 
towards minimizing the im- 
pact this project may have,” 
said Bender in the statement, 
which was handed out just be- 
fore the rally began. 

Asked for a comment on the 
event itself, a Ratner spokes- 
woman, Beth Davidson, de- 
clined, saying, “We have no 
further comment on the rally.” 

Despite an energetic crowd, 
which included children and at 
least a dozen anti-development 
dogs, some clad in sweaters 
scrawled with protest slogans, 
the rally was intermittendy 
clouded with sadness. 

Simon Liu, the owner of a 
canvas-stretching business on 
Dean Street, sang an operatic 
rendition of “The Star Span- 
gled Banner” before breaking 
down in tears before the 
crowd. He had warned on- 
lookers that he might cry and 
when he did, several friends, 
including Patti Hagan, presi- 
dent of the Prospect Heights 
Action Coalition, hugged him 
as he descended the stage. 

Twenty minutes later, Hagan 
fought back tears as she read an 
essay written by 10-year-old 
Nestor Roman, whose relatives 
would be displaced under the 

“Roots will be tom from 
the ground,” she read from 
Roman’s essay, “not giving 
future children the opportunity 
to know some great history of 
a special part of Brooklyn.” 


Poll: NYers 
won’t pay 
for arenas 

Associated Press 

A majority of New York City voters don’t want their 
tax dollars to go toward two proposed sports facilities, 
one for the basketball Nets in Brooklyn and another for 
the football Jets on Manhattan’s West Side, according to 
a Quinnipiac University poll released Thursday. 

However, 75 percent of respondents said they would support 
the building of a basketball arena in Brooklyn if no tax money 
were used; 59 percent opposed using tax money for the arena. 

On the plan for a football stadium in Manhattan, 60 percent 
opposed it if they had to pay for it, while 38 percent said they 
would support a stadium if the tax money came from higher 
tax revenue in the surrounding neighborhood. 

“Nets yes! Jets no! New Yorkers love the idea of Nets basket- 
ball in Brooklyn, if they don’t have to pay for the arena,” said 
Maurice Carroll, director of the Quinnipiac University Polling 
Institute. “But they oppose the Jets stadium, even if they can be 
convinced it would be built without raising their taxes.” 

The poll also found that 85 percent of New Yorkers sup- 
ported extending the No. 7 subway fine to the far West Side if 
it can be done without raising taxes. 

In response to a question on whether they supported May- 
or Michael Bloomberg’s plan to end social promotions for 
third graders, 63 percent said they approved of the idea, while 
30 percent said they disapproved. 

Still, 61 percent said they did not like the way Bloomberg 
fired two education panel members who disagreed with him 
on the plan, and 45 percent said they disapproved of the way 
Bloomberg is handling the city’s schools. 

Forty-two percent said they backed the way the mayor has 
dealt with public school education, the poll found. 

The poll, conducted between March 23 and March 29, sur- 
veyed 1,159 New York City registered voters. It has a margin 
of error of plus or minus 2.9 percentage points. 


Institute off chopping block? 



By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A week after the City 
Planning Commission host- 
ed a public hearing on the 
Downtown Brooklyn Plan, 
it is considering making 
two major changes, accord- 
ing to sources. 

Those changes would in- 
clude saving an architectural 
college and removing from 
the plan’s consideration a plot 
of land at Flatbush and At- 
lantic avenues where develop- 
er Bruce Ratner is looking to 
construct the tallest of his At- 
lantic Yards office towers. 

As part of the Downtown 
Brooklyn Plan, the city seeks 
to condemn 130 residential 
units and 100 businesses. 

Included among those is the 
Institute of Design and Con- 
struction, a nearly 60-year-old 
college at the comer of Flat- 
bush Avenue Extension and 
Willoughby Street. 

The school would be razed 
to create clearer sight lines 
from Flatbush Avenue Exten- 
sion to a 1. 5-acre open space 
— Willoughby Square — 
which the city plans to build 
across the street. 

But the school may be 
saved, according to Dolly 
Williams, Borough President 
Marty Markowitz’s appointee 
to the 13 -member City Plan- 
ning Commission, which is 
currently reviewing the mas- 


sive Uniform Land Use Re- 
view Procedure application for 
the Downtown Brooklyn Plan. 

‘This business has really 
been there a long time. It’s a 
good Brooklyn employer and 
provides good service,” Will- 
iams told The Brooklyn Papers 
this week, adding, “I really think 
we should make a concerted ef- 


fort in saving this building.” 

When he reviewed the 
Downtown Plan, Markowitz 
recommended sparing the 
school and putting the money 
slated for its condemnation 
into restoring area parks. 

The City Planning Commis- 
sion is scheduled to vote on the 
massive rezoning and urban re- 


newal plan, which involves 22 
separate actions, on May 11. 

On April 26, at 1 pm, the 
commission will discuss the 
plan at a public review session 
hosted at its Lower Manhattan 
office at 22 Reade St. 

The commission has the au- 
thority to modify, approve in- 
tact or disapprove the plan be- 


fore it is sent to the City Coun- 
cil. 

Vincent Battista, president 
of the design college, said he 
will believe the school is to be 
saved when he “sees it in writ- 
ing.” 

Even if the three-story col- 
lege is spared in this go around, 
he said, its future would still be 


far less than certain since the 
city intends to extend the time- 
frame for the urban renewal 
area in which it sits for another 
40 years. 

“We would have this hang- 
ing over us for 40 years,” Bat- 
tista said, explaining that the 
city could still swoop in at any 
time and condemn the proper- 
ty- 

According to sources close 
to the plan, the planning com- 
mission is also in considering 
removing a triangular parcel of 
land where Ratner seeks to 
build a 620-foot tower. That 
skyscraper, designed by archi- 
tect Frank Gehry, is part of 
Ratner’s Atlantic Yards plan, a 
$2.5 billion residential and of- 
fice complex centered around 
a basketball arena to house his 
newly purchased New Jersey 
Nets. 

The site is the only parcel of 
land included in both the 
Downtown Brooklyn and At- 
lantic Yards plans, and it is 
where Ratner would build the 
tallest of his Gehry-designed 
structures. 

That has troubled Prospect 
Heights Councilwoman Letitia 
James and other elected offi- 
cials and residents who believe 
that the entirety of the two plans 
should either be looked at as 
one or as completely separate. 

James last week called on 
the city to remove Ratner’s 
parcel from the Downtown 
Plan. 
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BROOKLYN CLASSIFIEDS 


(718) 834-9350 

Fax: (718) 834-1713 

Email: ads@BrooklynPapers.com 


The Deadline for Saturday's Paper is Wednesday, 5pm 


1 Your ad will appear in all editions of The Brooklyn Papers 
published during the week in which the ad runs. 

1 Once ordered, a Classified Ad may NOT be cancelled 
before its first insertion. 

1 Ads ordered and paid for by deadline are generally 
included in the next edition. But sometimes ads may be 
held for an additional week, based on production and 
space considerations. The Brooklyn Papers shall be 
under no liability for its failure for any cause to insert an 


CHARGE IT! 



cancelled after the first week. However, while the ad 
may be cancelled, NO REFUND OR CREDIT will be 


Contract rates for The Brooklyn Classifieds are "rate 

1 Special "package price" and other discounted multiple 
insertion rates require prepayment for the total num- 
ber of weeks ordered, may not be cancelled and may 

1 In the event of an error in a published ad, please 
contact The Brooklyn Papers by the first deadline 
following publication. 


EMPLOYMENT 


GENERAL SERVICES 


Help Wanted II Help Wanted 


Data Entry Clerk 

Requires excellent phone skills. 
Proficient in MS Word, Windows, 
Quickbooks, a plus. 100% compa- 
ny health paid benefits and profit 
sharing plan. Fax resumes to (71 8) 
237-4257. R13 


Bookkeeper 

fetal resumes to JohnSunSnlign^com 
or (718) 222-1459. W 13 


Sales - Inside 



Good compensation^ benefits, & 
401 K. Fax resume (718) 246-3070. 
Attn: Dan S. 


M 

Now interviewing 
for Crew positions at 

Hamilton Ave. 
McDonald's. 


Flexible full/part time 
positions available. 

Outstanding opportunities. 

Interviews Tues or Fri 4pm. 
or Call (718) 624-6688. 


Domestic Help 

Needed for busy cleaning 
company. Fax work experi- 
ence to (718) 996-0272. 


Work near 
home! 

THE MOST REWARDING JOB 
Sell advertising space to our 
local retailers and restaurants! 

Brooklyn's best-read newspapers 
seeking outside sales reps to 
work in the best neighborhoods. 
Telemarketing or solicitation 
sales experience helpful, but not 
necessary. Full time, lots of walk- 
ing involved. NO CAR 
REQUIRED. Our reps make $40- 
$50,000 by the end of their first 
year. Call and tell us about why 
this job is right for you: 

(718) 834-9350, ext. 204 R15 


Business Opportunity 


SALESPERSON'S DREAM 

Marketing Associates needed 
Unlimited Income Potential 
Complete Training 

(877) 542-2774 


WANTED! 

Leaders looking to combine an 
interest in helping people live 
healthier with the opportunity to 
build an unprecedented business 
of unlimited growth. U.S. made, 
high tech, proprietary products. 
Local support. Call 888 758 6845. 


Income Opportunity 


It is suggested that companies be 
researched before sending any money. 
Long distance rates may apply. 

Mail Order & Internet 
People Needed 

Earn $500 - $8,000/mo, f/t or p/t. 
Full training, vacations & incen- 
tives. Bilingual a+. Free info: (888) 
215-0418 

www.cashwithinreach.com 


Visit us at 


I m a Brooklyn 
^1 papers com 



Babysitter For Hire 

1 8 yrs exp. Ref. Available 

food included. Fenced backyard 

71 8-499-0084 ° R18 


Top-notch babysitter available 
weeknights & weekends. Great ref- 
erences. Years experience and dri- 
ver's license. Call Natasha (917) 
697-6893 R14 


Babysitter, housekeeper avail- 
able full-time or part-time. Excellent 
references available. Please call 
Tonia (917) 803-3965. R12 


Mature individual seeks baby sit- 
ting position or elderly compan- 
ion care. Excellent references & 
qualifications. Call Diana. (718) 
462-0680. R12 


Parti 


Children’s Party 
ENTERTAINMENT 

Storytelling, singing, dancing, game 
playing, face painting, balloon ani- 

m3S LOTS OF FUN!! 

^(91 7^328-631 0° ^ 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 


Cleaning Svcs Available 


JULIA FELDMAN 


1 1 Julia’s Cleaning 
h Service 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 
Move Out/Move In Clean-Up 

"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 


Cleaning Svcs Available 


II iflnr pirn’s Jiiat&sR 



718-279-3334 


Our Neatest Polish Staff 

and houses. For free estimates call: 

(718) 383-2449 


CRIME 

PREVENTION 


Identity Theft 


America's Fastest 
Growing Crime 

GET A FREE REPORT 

www.idtheftreport.com/1 341 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Parti* 


usd©® 

The Party Clown & Magician 

Birthday parties and special 

Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 
Games, M.C., Comic Roastings. 

71 8-434-9697 
91 7-31 8-9092 R38 


INSTRUCTION 



plies). Frederick Woodland, MFA in oil paint- 
ing, Cornell University. Classes any Monday 
and Thursday, 7:30-9pm in Carroll Gardens. 
Call (917) 538-9414 or (718) 836-0860. wig 


Music 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 

Jazz • Classical • Folk • Rock 
Call for free interview 

Bands available 

718-768-3804 R3 


Tutoring 


Test Prep/Tutor 


GMAT • SCIENCE HS EXAMS 
ENGLISH & MATH Tutoring 


Eric (71 8) 398-7509 R36 


English & SAT Tutor 

Ivy League grad, NYU writing pro- 
fessor offers expert SAT, language, 

college ' and cert. SAT Test Prep 

Jeff (718) 624-3769 


IMPROVE 
STUDY SKILLS 

Private tutoring in your home or 
my office. Experienced teacher with 
master's degree. Children & adults. 

Bob Blumenthal 

71 8-499-4787 

Reasonable Rates R35 


SAT/PSAT Tutor 



Steven 

(718) 707-1033 



Improve Grades 
& Study Habits 

All Subjects • All Levels 
Math • Science • English 
Regents • SAT • GED 

(718) 288-5470 R20 


Tutoring 


Tamara R. Jacobs 


remediation, grades K-1 2. 

(646) 734-5934 

tamararjacobs@yahoo.corr 


HOME TUTOR 

Math, Reading 
Language Arts, 
Social Studies, Test Prep 
Harold 

718-859-3113 R17 

TUTORING 

All Subjects • All Grades 
Expert Test Preparation 

Certified Tutoring Service, Inc.* 

(718)874-1042 R3s 


MERCHANDISE 
FOR SALE 



MERCHANDISE 

WANTED 


Antiques & Collectibles 


L(.)(.)K! 

OLD CLOCKS & 
WATCHES WANTED 

Regardless of condition 

Highest prices paid 

212-517-8725 


_ Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

“ LOOKING TO BUY 


FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

CALL NOW 718-638-5770 


| Antiques & Collectibles 


CASH FOR 
OLD STUFF 

We buy vintage items: cameras, 
kitchenware, toys, collections of 

(718) 965-3205 


PERSONAL CARE 


Body Care 


•STRESS RELIEF* 

Park Slope 

(718) 399-6075 

Bayridge 

(718) 836-1357 W20 


MERCHANDISE FOR SALE 


SENECA SMOKES 


Discount Cigarettes 

Cartons start at just $11 

All major brands plus many value brands. 

Full line of chew, cigars, snuff and pipe tobacco. 

Call Toll Free 1-877-234-2447 

Or visit our website at: 

www.senecasmokes.com 


HEALTH SERVICES 


DRINKERS: 

DO YOU WANT TO 
STOP DRINKING? 

We can help. Mt. Sinai School of Medicine Is conduct- 
ing a research study of a medication that may help you. 
Everyone is guaranteed medication and therapy at no 
cost. Patients will also be compensated for time and 
expenses for their particpation. If you are between the 
ages of 21-65 and want to know more, call Samantha. 

(212)241-5289 

GCO #00-0347 (0002J-01 
IRB Approved Through 6/30/04 


BUSINESS SERVICES 


Attorneys 


Are you 


OVERWHELMED 


By your debt? Have you considered 


BANKRUPTCY? 


FREE CONSULTATION 

Call Richard S. Feinsilver Esq. 

1-800-479-6330 

111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn • www.feinlawyer.com 


Does Your Contractor 
Need Repair? 

m 


Contractors often leave the job half done or fail 
to do the quality job promised. Our job is to 
repair these contractors. We sue plumbers, 

- — electricians, roofers, painters, carpenters, 
cabinetmakers and more. Most matters 
handled for $500-$2,000 (without trial). 

Call 888-SueContractor 

or 212-766-6300 

EIGES, GOLDBLUM & FEDER, LLP 

Attorneys at Law 

“WE FIX CONTRACTORS” “nK ioo“ 07 W1: 




Attorneys 

! 

Attorneys j 


Divorce Mediation 

Ira Pearls 


family's assets and your peace of mind' 
OTHER LEGAL SERVICES AVAILAB1 

(718) 857-3514 f 


SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY APPEALS 
FREE OFFICE CONSULTATION 
NO RECOVERY, NO FEE 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

Ill Livingston Street, Suite 11 It 
Brooklyn, New York 11201 

(718) 210-4738 


Attorneys 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 


LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C, 

(718) 237-2023 


Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

1 89 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 1 1 201 


Free banl 
consultati 

with 

Richard A. Klass, Esq. 



it you neea a new start, ■ 
call Richard Klass today. 1 

18) court-stI 

mkm (718)268-78781 

1 Q Richard A. Klass, hsq.l 


Attorneys 


Jeffrey D. Karan 

Attorney at Law 
32 Court St., Suite 1702 
718-260-9150 
• Wills & Estates • Planning 
• Family Law • Real Estate • Landlord 
• Tenant • Commercial Litigation 
• Accidents • Malpractice • Divorce 
Evenings and home 
visits available R26 


Attorneys 


PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 
Automobile - Construction - Products 

800-675-8556 


GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 

The Woolworth Building 
233 Broadway - Suite 950 



Classifieds Now Online r °ok]yn 

\ apers com 



(718) 373-5375 

www.melwolfson.com 


Michelle A. Levitte 

Certified Public Accountant 


(718) 222-1693 

CAROLYN SCOTT, MBA | 
CPA • Attorney at Law 
40 Macon St., BROOKLYN 

• Business & Personal Accounting Services 

• Wills, Estates & Trusts • Real Estate 

718-744-0340 W20 
DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 
• tax planning and preparation 


Park Slope Office 

718-788-3913 


: ast Computer relief. Call 

DOCTOR 

DATA 


catch 
cold? - 

Call the 
TECH VET! 

HE MAKES HOUSE CALLS! 
Flat Rate and Hourly Service 
MAC Specialist 

646-932-3744 

Yes, that’s a local call! 


Computers 


COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

For home or office. Repair, 
set-up, trouble shooting. All 
services 24/7. CALL LIBERTY 
WEB SERVICES. 

(718) 951-2671 r23 


PC 1ECH 

• PC Repair 

• Hardware & Software 

• Hardware & Software upgrades 

• Replace drives 

• Serial ports • Parallel ports 
•USB grades • Data cables 

• Power supplies and 
other PC peripherals 

•Web Design 

(646) 210-3104 
(347) 728-5332 


Computer Help 

HOME & BUSINESS 

• Web Services • Set-Ups 

• Upgrades • Installs 

• Wireless Networks 

• Business Consulting Service 

718-832-5767 


Computers 


Mac & PC Tech 

• Experienced • Friendly 

• Attentive • House Calls 

• Network Installations 

• References • $50/hr 

Noah • 917 304-2183 


Telephone Service 


SAVE UP TO 
$100 OFF 

HOME - OFFICE - BUSINESS 
Inside Telephone Jack & Wiring 
Service - Install - Repair - Sales 
Telephone & Intercom System 

(718) 573-5707 

PHONE DOCTORS NYC, LLC 


Typing 


Call BUTLER SECRETARIAL 
IF YOU WANT 
QUICK ACCURATE SERVICE 

• Academic & Professional Papers 
• Manuscripts • Resumes • Etc. 

(718) 369-0078 

Fax: (718) 832-1615 e-mail too! 


Novelty Items 


Alternative; 

Best Prices on T-Shirts and: 





DESK ACCESSORIES 
LETTER OPENERS 

CALCULATORS 



SWEATSHIRTS 


CHOCOLATES 
FLASHLIGHTS 
MOUSE PADS 
SUNGLASSES 
GOLF BALLS 



WHISTLES 



( 631 ) 425-5999 
( 888 ) 425-0039 


Quick Turnaround! 


Helping your business get recognized & remembered! 
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IMPROVEMENT 




= LEVEL ONE 

I CONSTRUCTION CORP 


Architectural Design • Interior Renovations 

COMMERCIAL 
RESIDENTIAL 

Custom Renovation Specialist 
Licensed & Bonded #0836623 
Fully Insured 

1 (917) 847-8307 


Architects Construction 


AWARD WINNING LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 


Residential, Comn 
Alterations & New Buildings 

• Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 


Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix Street 
Brooklyn NY 11217 

TEL (718) 596-2379 

FAX (718) 596-2579 

EMAILfelix63@aol.com uff 


Bathtub Reglazing 


Save up to 90% 
replacement cost! 

We reglaze tubs, tiles & sinks, all like 
new. Ready to use in 24 hrs. 

www.ameriglaze.com 

™ee 866-252-2847 


State of the Art Software. 
National Buying Power 
up to 80% off List Prices! 

Stern- 

Roman & Cellular Shades, Draperies, 

~^fe&^^ fe- 


line Woodworks, Inc. 


(718) 422-0205 

finewoodworksinc@aol.com 


-e than just closets... 

office & pantry/utility design 
interior design & renovation 

718.624.0328 


BAUEN 

CONSTRUCTION 

COMPLETE RENOVATIONS 
KITCHENS • BATHS 
BASEMENTS • ADDITIONS 
CARPENTRY • PAINTING 
WINDOWS • SHEETROCK 
FULLY INSURED 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(718) 668-2063 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 
Carpentry • Sheetrock 
Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 


718-686-1100 


at Work 


Fully equipped 
with all trades 

Equipped with 

DESIGNERS • ARCHITECTS • EXPEDITERS 


Timeless 


Specialties include: 

* Kitchens and Baths 

* Custom Cabinetry and Woodw 


(718) 979-0913 


KNOCKOQT 

Renovations 

Lots of References! 

QR Magazine's 
“Top 500 Contractors" 
COMPLETE RENOVATIONS, 
KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, 
All Work Guaranteed 
Licensed by Consumer Affairs 

(718) 745-0722 

www.knockoutrenovation.com 


PORTER GENERAL 
CONTRACTING 


718-680-8334 

Licensed & Insured 


Chris Mullins ^8 
^ Contracting ^ 


718-276-8558 


DECKS 

by Bart •££ 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Fences Too! • Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr. 
www.decksbybart.com 




BERGER 

QUALITY ELECTRIC 

of Brownstone Brooklyn 
Lighting • Power • Meters 

:nsed & Insured/ Call for free estimate 

(718) 222-2444 


ELECTRICAL SERVICE 

All Electrical Repairs 
Violations Removed 

Wiring for lighting & spotlights. 
Boilers installed, 220 volt wiring, cir- 
cuit breakers. 24hr emergency serv- 
ice. Free Estimates. Affordable rates. 

(646) 208-9381 W14 


A. Norway 
Electric pp 


24/7 

EMERGENCY SERVICE 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212)475-6100 


ALECTRAinc. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


Pfcf ELECTRICAL 
tot CONTRACTORS 

Licensed Electricians 


No Job Too Small 
: amily Owned & Operated for over 35 years 

(718)966-4801 R32 


NEC«1B 


Licensed Electrical 


Walter Nedd 
Phone: (718) 342-3300 
(800) 624-5189 
www.neddelectric.com 


w 


Residential & 

Commercial save a sample 

Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 

Termites • Roaches • Ants 
Bees • Fleas • Bedbugs , 9 _ 

Moths • Mice • Rats 

TRAPPING 

Squirrels • Cats • Raccoons 

LICENSED & 


FREE ESTIMATES 

259-8799 


TERMITE, RODENT & INSECT 
CONTROL SPECIALISTS 
Residential • Commercial 
"Safest Methods Used" 


718-832-0900 

A Service Company 
You Can Depend On 

Licensed & insured 

$ 10 off Any Service 

With This Ad 


Floor Maintenance 


ADIRONDACK 
FLOOR SANDING 

Expert Repairs & Installations 

Guaranteed Quality & Satisfaction 
10 Years Serving Brooklyn 

(718) 645-0112 
(917) 838-7549 


D&K 

FLOOR SERVICE, INC. 

Parquet and wood floors sanded, 
repaired, installed & refinished. 
Carpets steam cleaned & 
shampooed professionally. 
Tile floors stripped & waxed 

718-720-2555 R2 


- ftce floors - 


(718) 363-2593 Office 
(917) 219-0146 Pager 

FREE ESTIMATES f 


Bill's Floor Service 

Refinishing • Resurfacing 

Call (718) 238-9064 
(917) 805-8161 

30 years experience 

FREE ESTIMATES 


Security Doors 
Window Guards/AC Grills 
Sidewalk Trap Doors 
Railing, Steps, Staircases 

Architectural & Structural Steel W( 
Custom Iron Works 

FREE ESTIMATES 


Gardening 


STONE & GARDEN 

SPECIALISTS IN NATURAL STONE 
SUPPLY • CONSULT • DESIGN 
INSTALL • PERMACULTURE 

patios, ponds, landscaping 
“Best variety of stone supply” 

(718)622-1608 


jJiT’S SPRING” 

Wake up Your Garden 

Garden Service 

Annuals - Perennials, Herbs 
Brownstone Yards - Terraces - Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


JULIE CUMMINGS 
URBAN GARDENER 

DESIGN 

INSTALLATION 

MAINTENANCE 

718-788-2159 


Handyman 


KBM Contracting 

Bathrooms • Carpentry 
Tiling • Decks • Windows 
Flooring • Roofing • Doors 


Home Improvement 


S&D Home Improvement 

remodeling kitchens & baths our specialty. 

FULLY INSURED. LIC #1147276 
All work guaranteed 

(718)998-1110 Simon 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Roofing • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 

Wallpaper « FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 

\Locksmiths is locking up all oW ( .-, 


& — -*%- 

Gates 


earn® 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 


TOP HAT MOVERS 

718-965-0214 • 718-622-0377 • 212-722-3390 


^SUPR^ 

n MOVING 

Experts on all kinds of moving 

(718)339-1339 


Do You Need 
2 Men with a Van? 

$300 1/2 day 
$450 full day 

Call (718) 921-6601 


Movers (Licensed) 


I 


MOVING YOUR WAY 




Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


j] Inter 


tors 


Painting • Decorative Surface! 
Plastering • Paper Hanging 

FREE EST1 MATES/FULLY INSURED 

718-522-3534 


Plaster (Restoration 

Ornamental • Skim Coating 
Wallpaper • Custom Painting 
Stripping 

(718) 783-4868 


25 yea 


in Park Slope 


Fully Insured Free Estimates 

[TCTl Finishing Touch 

pg PAINTING 

OWNER OPERATED 

"Top Quality Work, Dependable 


Call (718) 332-7041 


718-1.39-7309 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


MK Painting 

• Interior & Exterior Painting 
Sheetrock • Tile • Carpentry 
Home Repair 
Derated. Ask for Richard. 

(917) 881-3366 
(718) 745-8196 




CDrc 

-Laii 


bofessionaf 
. aiming 

Restore old surfaces. 
Benjamin Moore Paints used. 
Taping, plastering, wallpaper removal 
Free Estimates 

Call 718-720-0565 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING 

Interior/Exterior Painting 
Taping • Sheetrock 
Complete Apartment & Home 
Renovations. Affordable Prices 
Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 


SUNSHINE inc 

NYS Registered 1974 Painter 

718-748-6990 

Guaranteed Lowest Prices 
Bonded • Insured • Lie# 0933304 

www.sunshinepaintingny.com 


WALSH PLASTERING 

Ornamental Plaster 
Repaired & Restored 


A. Walsh 718-875-3033 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 


domes and vaulted ceilinc 

(718) 322-3436 
(917) 412-5593 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
• m Plumbing S m 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


RESTORATIONS 

Dora Reasonably and Well 

Ryan 8t Paul 
718-857-3661 R25 

Schwamberger 

Contracting 

All Roofing, Rubber, Metal, Skylights. 
Excellent References Available 
License #0831318 
17th year with Brooklyn Papers 

718-646-4540 


Rubbish Removal 


GREG'S EXPRESS 
RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Basements Cleaned • Yards 


All appliances removed 
ALL Contractors Welcome! 

Commercial Stores Welcome! 
Demolition 

6, 10, & 15 yard containers 

o 

Serving the Community 
Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

6 7 - 7 8 2 2 4 

CELL 917-416-8322 

Lie: BIC-1180 Fully Insured 
7th year with The Brooklyn Papers 


ADAX, INC. 

All Waste Removal/Collection 
Residential 

(ho^ie/yard/garap) 

Recycling • Appliances • Paper 

BIC #1226 • INSURED • FREE EST. 

24 HRS: (917) 533-8306 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Baluster/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 

Call; 718-893-4006 



Rubbish Removal Woodwork 


fi J Trash Removal 

We Do Clean Outs 

718-946-9027 

Job Left Broom Clean R20 



John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Upholstery 


;j t 


• New foam cushions 

• Window Treatments 
and verticals 

•Table Pads 
Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718 - 263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


MAYAN 

WOODWORKS 

By Experienced Cabinetmaker 


Quality work at reasonable prices 

(718) 510-3408 

FREE ESTIMATES 

sermadera@hotmail.com R13 


ell -718-258-0976. Lie 


Wood Stripping 


PtrD i 


FIREPLACES • REFINISHING 
OLD STAIN REMOVAL 
ALL WOOD MATERIALS 


Recapture the original beauty of your 
fine architectural woodwork. We 
strip-restore-refinish doors, mantels, 
columns, shutters, banisters with non- 
toxic, environmentally safe, removers 
and finishes. Careful considerate 
workmanship since 1959. Call the 
P ark J^lope Gripping Team 
@ 718 783-4112. 


E & S Profesional 
Wood Care 

Floor Sanding • Paint Stripping & 
Refinishing • Doorways • Molding 
Wainscotting • Window Frames 

Emerald 

(347) 451-7982 / (718) 345-5130 


Full Classifieds | - rooklyn 
online at ^ 1 apfTrs com 


' 

Brooklyn's #1 ' 

uruv/ir 



HU1V1L 

I ■* 

| Improvement 


j SECTION 


Call Now For Special Introductory Offer! 

(718) 834-9161 ask for classifieds 
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DAFFODIL DAYS 

WWW.IRISHJEWELRY.COM 
BABY BONNETS 
SOFTLY STUFFED BUNNIES & 
DUCKLINGS 

BASKETS, BASKETS, BASKETS 
& SWEETS 

FINE JEWELRY IN THE SPIRIT 
OF THE SEASON 


TOLL FREE 877-627-5962 
MON - SAT 11am TO 7pm 718-852-7555 


Last 

man 


The Associated Press 

As the ancient diesel 
truck rumbled round a cor- 
ner in Brooklyn, the clink- 
ing of its glass cargo 
echoed across the decades. 

Unlike the trolley, the soda 
fountain and the Dodgers, the 
seltzer man lives on in Brook- 
lyn, refusing to fizzle out. 

Despite the onslaught of 
plastic botdes and modem de- 
livery trucks, a few hardy old 
souls spritz on, delivering 
wooden crates filled with met- 
al-spigotted glass bottles most 
people only know from 
“Three Stooges” shorts on 
late-night television. 

“No one wants to do this 
anymore,” said seltzer man 
Ronny Beberman, 57, on a re- 
cent run through northern 
Brooklyn. “It’s a lot of work 
and it doesn’t pay so well. 

“After 35 years I don’t 
know how much longer I’ll do 
it, and I’m considered young 
for this business,” he said. 

Most of the 10 independent 
deliverymen, preferring more 
modem delivery vans, have 
forsaken the old-fashioned 
truck — its side panel danger- 
ously open, its bottles precari- 
ously stacked. 

Do bottles ever fall out? 

“It happens.” said Beber- 

But he sticks to tradition, 
stirring long-forgotten memo- 
ries among Brooklynites old 
enough to remember as he 
passes them on his route. 

Beberman’s 150 customers 
are all in the borough. To meet 
demand, he starts his day early 
— 5 am — and works six days 
a week. He charges $20 a case. 

“People see the truck and 
stop me all over the place and 
ask me if I really am a seltzer 
man,” he said. “It’s a pretty un- 
usual sight in this day and 
age.” 

For younger residents, the 
truck is an apparition from a 
different time, if they know 
what it is at all. 

“I had no idea that they 
ever delivered seltzer like 
that,” said Vanessa Simpson, 




• General Male Health Issues 

Comprehensive HIV Care Including: 

• Hormone Replacement • Nutritional and 

• Lipodystrophy Psychological Support 

• Wasting Syndrome • Case Management 

• Salvage Therapy ‘Legal Aide 

IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 


Primary Medical Care • Board Certified Physician 
Aggressive Advocacy for over 1 5 years 


Joseph G. Olivieri, m. d „ a 

313-43rd Street - Sunset Park, Brooklyn | Monday to Friday 


3rd Avenue and 43rd Street 


10am to 6pm 




Brooklyn seltzer 
is still spritzing 


There are, it turns out, some 
limits to Beberman’s nostal- 
gia. 

“The best thing the city 
ever did was pave over the 
cobblestones,” he said. “They 
may be pretty, but they’re aw- 
ful for the truck.” 


(Study of the Iris) 

IRIDOLO* 

Now available at Veggie De 


Natural Foods 


Herbs & 

Gourmet Vegetarian Foods 

ALL ORGANIC: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

• Bakery - homemade pastries 

• Juice Bar - fruit, vegetable, and wheat grass 
juices, shakes & smoothie 

• Salads & Sandwiches 

• Entrees & Desserts 

Health-Oriented Items 


According to this practice, 
every organ in the humaj 
has a corresponding ltj 
within the iris, and an organ's 
health can be determined by 
examining the iris rather than 
each individual organ. Iridology 
is one of the fastest growing 
fields in alternative health c 
in Canada today. 


11 Flatbush Ave (Fulton/Livingston) • (718) 624-6290 • Open 7 days 

(at Nevins St. subway - 2, 3, 4, 5 trains and DeKalb Ave. - N, Q, R, M trains) • nWBIT 1 


Seltzer man Ronny Beberman totes a 60-pound case, try- 
ing to keep his schedule of about 20 households by noon. 


All for Paws 


Supplies for All Your Pets Needs 
(DOC, CAT, BIRD, FISH & SMALL ANIMALS"! ' 


Supplies and Equipment 
from 


Heads fo^Tails 


Delivery Available 

216 Prospecf Park West m 

(16th St. & Windsor PI.) 

788-7052 ,«• 

Open: Monday-Saturday, 9am-7pm 


24, as Beberman’s truck 
passed her on a Prospect 
Heights street. “It seems so 
‘old New York,’ like some- 
thing out of an old photograph 
or newsreel.” 

After delivering several 60- 
pound boxes holding 10 bot- 
tles each and picking up emp- 
ties from a home in Brooklyn 
Heights, the wiry, gray-haired 
Beberman paused for a mo- 
ment to muse on all things 
bubbly. 

“You can’t get this any- 
where,” he said, swigging a 
spritz from his own personal 
bottle. “It’s so much better 
than the store-bought kind be- 
cause that stuff goes flat the 
second you open it. Plus this 
stuff is triple-filtered.” 

At The Gomberg Seltzer 
Works in Canarsie, where Be- 
berman fills his bottles, the 
triple-filtered process is the 
company’s trademark. Not that 
it really matters: It’s the only 
seltzer works left in town. 

There, the last seltzer men 
haul in crate after crate of 
empty blown-glass bottles for 
refilling on “The Monitor” — 
a machine built in London 
nearly 100 years ago, with a 
look that’s positively industrial 
revolution. 

“It’s still here because it’s 
always been here,” said 
Gomberg’s third-generation 
owner, Kenny Gomberg. 
“When my grandfather started 
this was the business.” 

Although Gomberg now 
makes most of his earnings as 
a beer and soda wholesaler, he 
still keeps the Barnett & Fos- 
ter syphon filler running be- 
cause he knows what would 
happen if he shut it down. 

“If I stopped doing this, 
these few guys would be out 
of business,” he said. “It’s dy- 
ing slowly. A decade ago there 
were about 30 guys. Now it’s 
down to 10. People retire, 
guys pass away.” 

The only other seltzer 


works in the region, Castle 
Seltzer in Derby, Conn., bot- 
tles its own brand and delivers 
to Connecticut, Manhattan and 
northern New Jersey. 

Casde Seltzer owner Brian 
Dworkin, who helps others 
maintain their equipment with 
parts he has collected over the 
years, said he is aware of only 
four other seltzer works nation- 
wide — one in Pittsburgh, one 
in Florida, and two in Califor- 

During their heyday, from 
the 1920s through the 1950s, 
seltzer men delivered then- 
wares across New York City 
and the country, alongside 
their brethren like the milkman 
and the iceman. 

Now most of the seltzer men 
who work out of Gomberg stay 
only in Brooklyn. 

“I would say I deliver to 
about 100 families and maybe 
a dozen businesses,” seltzer 
man Steve Levine said recent- 
ly as he filled his bottles at 
Gomberg. “But only in Brook- 
lyn, because it’s too hard to 
haul this stuff around.” 

A 35-year veteran, Levine 
said each bottle — mostly 
made in Eastern Europe in the 
early part of last century — is 
apiece of history. 

“This is pure Americana. 
There are bottles from every 
state in the union, from towns 
and villages you’ve never heard 
of. Remember, every town had 
a seltzer works,” he said. 

Despite the age of the 
equipment, and the dustiness 
of some of the bottles, it’s 
what’s inside that counts, 
Levine said. 

“The bottles may look 
lousy, but what’s inside is pure 
magic,” he said. 

Back on the delivery route, 
the rattling of the bottles grew 
louder as Beberman’s truck, its 
cab littered with broken bottle 
tops and papers, passed over 
cobblestone streets near the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard. 


Brooklyn Vein & Laser Center 



Exclusive Patent pending procedure 
All work done in the office 
No need for major anesthesia 
Immediate return to work 


20 YEARS^ 

experience^ 


263 7th Avenue, Suite 5E 
(718) 499-7755 

http ://www. cureveins . com 


Enjoy our Easter Buffet with Your Marriott Family 

** TWO HOUR SEATINGS ** 

12:00 Noon, 2:30 or 5:00 p.m. 

Adults, $42 & Children, 12 & under, $21.00 
(Exclusive of Tax and Gratuity) 

FOR RESERVATIONS: 

Please call (718) 222-6543 

Location: Archives Restaurant, 

Lobby Level of the New York Marriott Brooklyn 
333 Adams Street 

Harriott 

NEW YORK AT 
THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE 



Presented By 
The Law Firm of 
Linda Faith Marshak 


2 SEMINARS 
this Wednesday! 


Complimentary 
Estate Planning and 
Elder Law Seminar 


Y ou are cordially invited to a 
workshop to address your 
financial concerns regarding 
Estate Planning, Medicaid eligibility 
rules as well as your long term care 
needs. The speaker will be Linda 
Faith Marshak, an Elder Law Attorney 
with experience in all aspects of 
Health Care and Financial Planning 
with regard to Medicaid eligibility, 
wealth preservation, and asset pro- 
tection for seniors and their families. 

The following topics 
will be discussed: 

-X Getting your legal house in order: 

^ basic estate planning tools 

^ Medicaid eligibility rules and strate- 
gies to maximize preservation of 
assets; in particular nursing home or 
home care benefits 


Special speaker will be John A. 
Calabrese, CLTC, financial services 
representative from Client Advisory 
Solutions, an office of MetLife 
Financial Services*. For more informa- 
tion on Client Advisory Solutions, visit 
www. clientadvisorvsolutions. com 


MetLife Building 

15 Bay Ridge Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11220 
(One Block from the 69th Street Pier) 

Wednesday 
April 7th 

11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Registration 

Seating is limited, 
please call 

1 - 800 - 395-5762 




The role of long term care insurance 
and Medicaid planning 


w ri 




Estate planning to insure wealth 
passing to the next generation 


Refreshments will be served 







